COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

REGISTRAR-RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK
12400 IMPERIAL HWY. – P.O. BOX 1024, NORWALK, CALIFORNIA 90651-1024

CONNY B. McCORMACK
REGISTRAR -RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK

August 23, 2005

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Dear Supervisors:
REVISION OF REGISTRAR-RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK (RR/CC)
MARRIAGE LICENSE DUPLICATES
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD, AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING:
Approve the attached ordinance revising a RR/CC fee related to marriage licenses, to
become effective thirty days from the date of board passage, in accordance with
Government Code section 25123.
PURPOSE OF RECOMMENDED ACTION:
The Department of Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk (RR/CC) provides a variety of
services related to elections, recorder and county clerk operations. The purpose of this
action is to ensure that the Department receives full cost recovery for administering
services as permitted by applicable law. The proposed amendment to marriage license
duplicates (regular and confidential) has been reviewed and approved by the
Department of Auditor-Controller. The proposed increase requires an ordinance
change that has been p repared by County Counsel.
The study to determine the appropriate fee consisted of research, interviews and work
observations of marriage license related functions performed by the Department and
included all applicable costs such as salaries and employee benefits, supplies,
equipment and overhead. Based on the findings of the study, it was determined that in
order to achieve cost recovery it was necessary to increase the fee. Government Code
section 54985 authorizes a county board of supervisors to set a fee in the amount
necessary to recover the cost of providing any product or service.
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals:
Goal No. 1: Service Excellence: Provide the public with effective delivery of services
within the County by implementing strategies related to fiscal responsibility and service
integration by consolidating services and adjusting fees to ensure that the Department
receives full cost recovery.
Goal No. 4: Fiscal Responsibility: Ensure the County’s fiscal responsibility by
effectively managing and enhancing current fiscal strategies as well as pursuing existing
revenue options.
JUSTIFICATION:
Government Code section 54985 authorizes a county board of supervisors to set a fee
in the amount reasonably necessary to recover the cost of providing any product or
service. The fee described below no longer reflects the Department’s actual cost and
therefore should be revised to include current costs for employee salaries and benefits,
supplies and equipment usage.
County Code 2.32.100 Regular & Confidential Marriage License Duplicates
If a certificate of registry of marriage is lost or destroyed after the marriage
ceremony but before it is returned to the county recorder, the person solemnizing
the marriage shall obtain a duplicate certificate of registry by filing an affidavit
setting forth the facts with the county clerk of the county in which the license was
issued. The duplicate certificate of registry may not be issued later than one year
after issuance of the original license and shall be returned by the person
solemnizing the marriage to the county recorder within 10 days after issuance.
The current fee for issuing the duplicate marriage license and certificate of
registry is twelve dollars ($12).
Marriage license duplicates, which require significant processing such as typing
forms, mailing, filing and follow-up were reconsidered and a determination made
that the existing fee does not reflect current costs. Upon review of the fee by the
Auditor-Controller, it has been determined that the appropriate fee for issuing a
duplicate regular and confidential marriage license is thirty dollars ($30).

