
Application to Serve on the

Read the tips below 
to make sure your 
application is complete.

Complete all fields listed on this application. 
Incomplete information may disqualify 
applicants.

Make sure you have all the pages.  
There are ten (10) total pages that make up this 
application, including this page. The pages are 
numbered in the bottom right corners. 

Initial the top right corner of each page in 
the “Initial” box. This will make sure your 
application stays together.

Print clearly and legibly or type your 
application. Doing so will speed up processing 
time. Unclear handwriting may cause delays.

Completely fill out the entire application. 
Incomplete applications may not meet the 
specified qualifications and could be eliminated.

Don’t know if you’re eligible to serve on the 
County’s Redistricting Commission? Among 
other requirements, you must be a registered 
voter in Los Angeles County to serve on the 
Commission. See pages 3-4 for more details.

Questions? Learn more at LAVote.net. 

This application must be received no later 
than Monday, August 31, 2020, at 5 p.m.  
See page 10 for submittal instructions. 

This is your application to serve as a Commissioner on the County of Los Angeles’s 
2020-2021 Citizens Redistricting Commission.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION

First Name

Last Name

Email

Baxter

Thomas
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APPLICATION

1. Identification Information

2. Physical Address

3. Mailing Address (If different than the address listed above)

4. Contact Information

6. Gender

Prefix: _______ 

First Name: ________________________________________________ Middle Name: ___________

Last Name: ________________________________________________  Suffix: _______

Street Address: ___________________________________________________

City: ________________________   State: _______

Zip: ________________________________   County: 

In what Supervisorial District do you reside? _______________________________________________________

Mailing Address/PO Box: _________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________  State: ______________  Zip: ______________

Preferred Phone: _________________

Alternate Phone: ________

Best Time to Contact: _____

Email: 

Female  Male        Nonbinary

5. Birthdate

TWB

✔

Mr.

Thomas

Baxter

Kathryn Barger

William

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAijXdqgJzD6BdD-HHLOYMdtr3KSeCCx_I
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9. Political Party Affiliation

8. Language Proficiency

10. Eligibility Information (complete to the best of your ability)

Democratic

Republican

American Independent

 English 

 Armenian

 Bengali

 Burmese

 Cantonese

 Green

 Libertarian 

 Peace and Freedom

 Farsi

 Gujarati

 Hindi

 Indonesian

 Japanese

 No Party Preference 
    (Decline to State)

 Other (Please specify)

 Khmer/ 
    Cambodian

 Korean

 Mandarin

 Mongolian

a) Have you been continuously registered to vote in the County
of Los Angeles with the same political party or unaffiliated with
a political party and have not changed political party affiliation
for five (5) or more years prior? (If unsure about current
registration, go to LAVote.net for self look-up.)

b) In which of the last three statewide elections have you voted, check all that apply?

June 2018

November 2018

March 2020

 Yes  No

7. Racial or Ethnic Background

Latinx Group

 Cuban

 Mexican/Mexican American

 Puerto Rican

 Other Hispanic/Latinx Groups

Pacific Islander Group

 Guamanian or Chamorro

 Hawaiian

 Samoan

 Other Pacific Islander Group

Asian Group

 Asian Indian

 Cambodian

 Chinese

 Filipino

 Japanese

 Korean

 Laotian

 Vietnamese

 Other Asian Groups

Other Groups

 Aleut

 American Indian/Native American

 Black/African American

 Eskimo

 White

 Other Racial Group,

 Please specify: _________________

Select all that apply

Please check all languages you which you are proficient.

 Russian

 Spanish

 Tagalog/Filipino

 Telugu

 Thai

 Vietnamese

 Other:  
    _______________

    _______________

TWB

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAijXdqgJzD6BdD-HHLOYMdtr3KSeCCx_I
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Page 41. “Immediate Family Member” means a spouse, child, in-law, parent, or sibling.

b) Have any of your immediate family members1 done any of the following within 10 years of the
date you submit this application?

Been appointed to, elected to, or a candidate for office at the local, 
state, or federal level representing the County of Los Angeles, 
including as a member of the board? 

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for, an elected 
representative at the local, state, or federal level representing the 
County of Los Angeles?

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for a candidate for  
office at the local, state, or federal level representing the County of 
Los Angeles?

Served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a political party 
or as an appointed member of a political party central committee?

Been a registered lobbyist with the State of California or a California 
local government?

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

11. Conflicts of Interest

a) Have you done any of the following within 10 years of submitting this application?

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

Been appointed to, elected to, or a candidate for office at the local, 
state, or federal level representing the County of Los Angeles,
including as a member of the board?

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for, an elected 
representative at the local, state, or federal level representing the
County of Los Angeles?

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for a candidate for 
office at the local, state, or federal level representing the County of
Los Angeles?

Served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a political party 
or as an appointed member of a political party central committee?

Been a lobbyist registered with the State of California or a California 
local government?

TWB

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAijXdqgJzD6BdD-HHLOYMdtr3KSeCCx_I
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12. Qualifications

a) I possess experience demonstrating analytical skills relevant to the redistricting process and
voting rights, described as follows (be specific and provide specific examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

TWB

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAijXdqgJzD6BdD-HHLOYMdtr3KSeCCx_I
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b) I am able to understand and apply applicable state and federal legal requirements dealing with  
     redistricting and voting rights based on the following experience (be specific and provide specific  
     examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

TWB

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAijXdqgJzD6BdD-HHLOYMdtr3KSeCCx_I
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c) I possess experience demonstrating impartiality, described as follows (be specific and provide
specific examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

TWB

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAijXdqgJzD6BdD-HHLOYMdtr3KSeCCx_I
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d) I appreciate the diverse demographics and geography of the County of Los Angeles because of the
following reasons (be specific and provide specific examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

TWB

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAijXdqgJzD6BdD-HHLOYMdtr3KSeCCx_I
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PRIVACY NOTIFICATION AND WAIVER

Disclaimer

Any commission member shall be ineligible for a period of five years beginning from the date of appointment 
to hold elective public office at the federal, state, county, or city level in California. A commission member 
shall be ineligible for a period of three years beginning from the date of appointment to hold appointive 
federal, state, or local public office, to serve as paid staff, or as a paid consultant to, the Board of Equalization, 
the Congress, the Legislature, or any individual legislator, or to register as a federal, state or local lobbyist 
in this state. 

Legal Authority for Collection of Personal Information

The County of Los Angeles Citizens Redistricting Commission (CRC) and the regulations implementing 
the CRC require the selection of commissioners to be open to public scrutiny and free from the influence 
of the board and reasonably representative of the county’s diversity (California Elections Code sections 
21530-21535).  The CRC requires the elections official to select 60 of the most qualified applicants based 
on their voter affiliation, eligibility to serve pursuant to the Elections Code; the absence of any conflicts of 
interest; relevant analytical skills; ability to be impartial; appreciate the county’s diverse demographics and 
geography; and racial, ethnic, geographic, gender, and economic diversity.  To determine each applicants 
identity and qualifications to serve on the CRC and to track demographic information of the applicant pool, 
the application seeks personal information about applicants that will be provided to the Los Angeles County 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk staff, the Auditor-Controller of the County of Los Angeles, the public, 
including members of the press.  

Consequence of Not Providing All Requested Information

Failure to provide all of the requested information will result in your disqualification and the removal of 
your name from the applicant pool.  Thus, if you want to be considered for membership on the CRC, it is 
mandatory to submit a response for each item of information requested.  

Permission to Use and Release Personal Information

By submitting this application, you acknowledge that the application, all documents submitted in support of 
your application, are subject to the California Public Records Act and may be made available to the public, 
including, a Statement of Economic Interests (FPPC Form 700) if you are asked to submit one, letters of 
recommendation, materials generated as a result of any investigation of you, and all public comments and 
responses to public comment about your application are public records.  You agree that the County of Los 
Angeles shall provide copies of these materials to members of the public and the press, members and staff 
of the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk, the Auditor-Controller of the County of Los Angeles, the CRC, and 
as otherwise compelled by law. You understand that members of the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk staff 
and the public may make public statements about you. You authorize the County of Los Angeles to use 
the information submitted by and about you as it deems necessary to select commissioners, replacement 
commissioners, or otherwise comply with its legal duties. You also authorize the County of Los Angeles, 
including the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk to post all materials related to your application to serve on 
the CRC on its website and any website authorized by the County of Los Angeles.

TWB

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAijXdqgJzD6BdD-HHLOYMdtr3KSeCCx_I
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PRIVACY NOTIFICATION AND WAIVER

Voluntary Waiver of Privacy Rights and County of Los Angeles’s Liability

By applying to be a commissioner, you are waiving your privacy and other rights under various state and 
federal laws including, but not limited to, the Information Practices Act (Cal. Civil Code section 1798 et 
seq.), and any defamation, invasion of privacy, and negligence claim you may have against the County of 
Los Angeles and those acting on its behalf. Accordingly, by waiving your privacy rights, you are agreeing to 
permit the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk to release any and all information submitted by or about you, 
EXCEPT that the County of Los Angeles will not post on the Internet your date of birth; physical, mailing, 
and email addresses (excluding the city and supervisorial district); telephone numbers; the addresses and 
telephone numbers of your immediate family members; or any materials that the County of Los Angeles 
deems offensive. At this point in the process, the County of Los Angeles will not collect, and you should 
not voluntarily submit to the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk, your social security number, driver’s license 
number, financial account numbers, or health information. By submitting your application, you acknowledge 
and consent to the release of the information you and others are providing related to you and, except as 
specifically provided above, you are waiving your right to privacy regarding all information relating to you 
and your application to serve as a commissioner. This waiver authorizes the County of Los Angeles to make 
public information submitted by or about you for a period of 12 years from the date of your application, 
even if you are not selected as a commissioner. You are providing this waiver voluntarily, understanding that 
the County of Los Angeles shall not be legally liable as a result of the release of information submitted by 
or about you or as the result of comments made about you by others, and that the County of Los Angeles 
through the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk  will post on its website or otherwise release publicly. This 
includes claims of defamation, invasion of privacy, negligence, and any other statutory or common law 
claims.

Declaration

I affirm, by placing my signature below, that the statements contained in this application are true and correct 
to the best of my knowledge, and that I have read and understand the Privacy Notification and Waiver.  

SignaturePrinted Name

Date

Return Options 

Return your completed and signed application to the 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk by Email or U.S. Mail.

Email: CRC@rrcc.lacounty.gov

Mail: Attn: Citizens Redistricting Commission 
       12400 Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650

TWB

Thomas William Baxter

Aug 25, 2020

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAijXdqgJzD6BdD-HHLOYMdtr3KSeCCx_I

	Row1_3: I am a transactional lawyer that has practiced law at the same firm in downtown Los Angeles (O'Melveny & Myers LLP) since 1986 except for 3 1/2 years in the early 90s when I practiced law in our firm's New York office. I graduated magna cum laude (top 3%) from The Hastings College of the Law in 1983. Prior to that I earned a Bachelor's degree in History from Colorado College in 1977 (primary specialization 20th Century European and US History). My primary specialty as a lawyer is corporate finance - helping companies and other persons borrow money or issue debt securities and helping lenders or groups of lenders lend money to, or acquire debt securities of, businesses, funds, non-profits, municipalities and other "users" of debt (both US and foreign). Transactional work of this type often involves the drafting of loan and security agreements as principal documents and the review of a variety of other contracts. A loan agreement is kind of like a "bible" that prescribes what a company/borrower can or cannot do over the term of the loan (generally two to ten years). In order to competently draft or negotiate a loan agreement, among other things, a lawyer needs (ie, has the opportunity) to learn about the underlying business and/or activities of the debt "user", including its plans over the term of the loan and also must review and master the agreements that the "user" is subject to and listen to and understand the objectives of his or her client and the other parties to the transaction. One "nice thing" about finance is that the goals of the parties are often (but not always) compatible and mutually dependent- it is a "win win" if the transaction closes and is successfully funded rather than a "zero sum game" in which one party wins and the other loses. Another is that it involves groups of people working together usually collegially over varying periods of time (from one week to two/three months or longer) towards a common goal. The skills involved include analyzing (sometimes very quickly) many contracts (sometimes long)and other data, identifying and learning the "new things" that must be mastered to do a good job, orchestrating meetings and related negotiations and communications and making a series of "judgement calls" (sometimes as to the law or legal issues and sometimes as to people,  personalities and objectives) to hopefully drive the transaction in practical ways to a successful conclusion. 
My service on several non-profit boards, including Pacific Oaks College, Lamp Community and The People Concern, have facilitated my ability to work collegially in a group setting            
                                          
   
	Row1_4: My work as a transactional lawyer has required me to become competent or master various areas of state and federal law, including, as examples, the Uniform Commercial Code and other secured transaction laws, suretyship laws, usury, the California Finance Lenders Law, certain California and Federal securities laws, including Regulation U and certain laws under the Investment Company Act, The Bankruptcy Code and other insolvency laws and certain environmental laws.

I frequently work with other lawyers both inside and outside my firm that analyze and give advice on legal requirements and in that sense am a "consumer" of legal advice from others and thus feel that I am reasonably adept at evaluating such advice and asking appropriate questions when necessary, including if I don't understand something. 

I have been on our firm's legal opinion committee for many years and am frequently in the position or either delivering legal opinions on behalf of the firm or receiving legal opinions from other firms (both US and foreign).       

I have followed over my career from time to time decisions of the Supreme Court on various subjects and, as an example, have read several of the decisions handed down during the recent Spring term of the Court.     

I enjoy working on complicated multi-faceted issues.     

I know that I would enjoy learning about and applying applicable state and federal legal requirements pertinent to the responsibilities of the Redistricting Commission.    
	Row1_5: I think my practice (of law) as a transactional lawyer requires me to approach objectives, issues, problems and clients with impartiality. 

I work for others (ie, a client or my firm or others at my firm) and that requires me to prioritize their goals and objectives over any personal goals and objectives that I might have. As issues, problems or challenges arise, I try to understand them from, of course, my client's perspective (and also try to understand who my client is as it may be an institution rather than any particular individual) but frequently, it is also productive to understand them both generally and comprehensively and also from the perspective of other parties to the transaction. Often, a workable solution comes from truly understanding an issue or problem and seeing it from other perspectives (and often one has to probe to figure out what the "real" problem is as the nature of the problem is not always revealed initially) . It generally goes back to something one of the characters (I think Atticus Finch) emphasized in the book "To Kill a Mockingbird"- you understand an issue better if your are able to put yourself in the shoes of the other person. 

As a partner in a law firm, I am frequently put in the position of assessing and evaluating others. It could be a younger attorney that I have worked with or somewhat who is being considered for partnership or it could be a prospective lateral partner or client or someone who is involved in a transaction that I am working on or considering working on. There are of course many things that could be said about this, but I have found it best to "check my ego at the door", try to be as objective and impartial as possible and ask a number of questions (depending on the situation), including, what is best for my firm. 

I also think being on a board of directors (or its equivalent) leads to impartiality. I like to pay attention to the process. Are the right things being discussed and is the way that discussions are being handled leading to a full, complete and productive evaluation of the relevant issues? Is the board appropriately giving support to the leaders of the organization, thinking strategically and appropriately organized into committees and so forth. I am a believer in the concept that often groups of people acting collegially and cooperatively can come up with better solutions to problems and issues than individuals on their own. And a board needs to be fully engaged and productive when important things happen such as the need to replace the leader or a crisis.   

        



                  
	Row1_6: I was born and raised in Los Angeles County (Pasadena area) as a second generation Californian (my parents graduated from Pasadena and South Pasadena High Schools and attend PCC in the case of my dad and UCLA (both of them)) (those were the days of lots of smog!). 
My dad's father moved to Los Angeles from Oklahoma in the 1920s having only gone to school through the 6th grade and eventually established a small trucking company that, I am told, helped to remove the train tracks for the LA rail system (the Red Line) prior to WWII, reinstall some of the system during WWII and then remove it after the war. He lived in Sunset beach when I was growing up and later in Long Beach. 

I have lived in Pasadena most of my adult life with my wife Jennifer who is Asian American (her parents emigrated from China to New York in 1949) and we have raised our son here. Pasadena is in some respects a microcosm of Los Angeles county in that there is a diverse mix of latinos, blacks, whites and other groupings. One way of course to sample the incredible diversity of Los Angeles is through food and we have certainly enjoyed going to restaurants (prior to the pandemic) all over LA County, including Chinese and other asian food in the San Gabriel Valley (some of my wife's parents favorite restaurants are there), Japantown, Koreatown, and Glendale (Armenian food).  

As our son played baseball growing up, we traveled all over the County, including to Lancaster, Simi Valley, Covina, Woodland Hills, Azuza and lots of other places. I am also a hiker and have actively hiked in the San Gabriel mountains, Griffith Park and the Verdugo Hills for over twenty five years and have ridden my bike in lots of areas of the County on organized or individual rides that have given me a feel that I would not otherwise have of the demographics and geography of the County, including from Pasadena to Long Beach via the San Gabriel River bike path, Griffith Park to Long Beach via the LA River, and rides to and around Duarte, Claremont, Pomona and so forth.   

I served on a non-profit board in South Central LA for many years (an after-school youth center)and drove to the center every month for board meetings and also have served on a homeless charity (Lamp Community and The People Concern) based on skid row and have spent a lot of time at the several facilities maintained by Lamp on skid row. 

I could go on- I guess that would say that I am a devoted Angelino and try to appreciate all that Los Angeles and Los Angeles County has to offer             
        
   


