
Application to Serve on the

Read the tips below 
to make sure your 
application is complete.

Complete all fields listed on this application. 
Incomplete information may disqualify 
applicants.

Make sure you have all the pages.  
There are ten (10) total pages that make up this 
application, including this page. The pages are 
numbered in the bottom right corners. 

Initial the top right corner of each page in 
the “Initial” box. This will make sure your 
application stays together.

Print clearly and legibly or type your 
application. Doing so will speed up processing 
time. Unclear handwriting may cause delays.

Completely fill out the entire application. 
Incomplete applications may not meet the 
specified qualifications and could be eliminated.

Don’t know if you’re eligible to serve on the 
County’s Redistricting Commission? Among 
other requirements, you must be a registered 
voter in Los Angeles County to serve on the 
Commission. See pages 3-4 for more details.

Questions? Learn more at LAVote.net. 

This application must be received no later 
than Monday, August 31, 2020, at 5 p.m.  
See page 10 for submittal instructions. 

This is your application to serve as a Commissioner on the County of Los Angeles’s 
2020-2021 Citizens Redistricting Commission.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION

First Name

Last Name

Email

Stecher

Brian
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APPLICATION

1. Identification Information

2. Physical A

3. Mailing Address (If different than the address listed above)

4. Contact Information

6. Gender

Prefix: _______ 

First Name: ________________________________________________ Middle Name: ___________

Last Name: ________________________________________________  Suffix: _______

Street Address: __________________________________________________

City:   State: ___________________

Zip:  County: ______________

In what Supervisorial District do you reside? _______________________________________________________

Mailing Address/PO Box: _________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________  State: ______________  Zip: ______________

Preferred Phone:

Alternate Phone: 

Best Time to Contact:

Email: 

Female  Male        Nonbinary

5. Birthdate

BS
BS

PhD

✔

Mr.

Brian

Stecher

Kuehl

Mark

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAzZGgJwO9YXiYFzXfvvMTJ__7zG3o417a
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9. Political Party Affiliation

8. Language Proficiency

10. Eligibility Information (complete to the best of your ability)

Democratic

Republican

American Independent

 English 

 Armenian

 Bengali

 Burmese

 Cantonese

 Green

 Libertarian 

 Peace and Freedom

 Farsi

 Gujarati

 Hindi

 Indonesian

 Japanese

 No Party Preference 
    (Decline to State)

 Other (Please specify)

 Khmer/ 
    Cambodian

 Korean

 Mandarin

 Mongolian

a) Have you been continuously registered to vote in the County
of Los Angeles with the same political party or unaffiliated with
a political party and have not changed political party affiliation
for five (5) or more years prior? (If unsure about current
registration, go to LAVote.net for self look-up.)

b) In which of the last three statewide elections have you voted, check all that apply?

June 2018

November 2018

March 2020

 Yes  No

7. Racial or Ethnic Background

Latinx Group

 Cuban

 Mexican/Mexican American

 Puerto Rican

 Other Hispanic/Latinx Groups

Pacific Islander Group

 Guamanian or Chamorro

 Hawaiian

 Samoan

 Other Pacific Islander Group

Asian Group

 Asian Indian

 Cambodian

 Chinese

 Filipino

 Japanese

 Korean

 Laotian

 Vietnamese

 Other Asian Groups

Other Groups

 Aleut

 American Indian/Native American

 Black/African American

 Eskimo

 White

 Other Racial Group,

 Please specify: _________________

Select all that apply

Please check all languages you which you are proficient.

 Russian

 Spanish

 Tagalog/Filipino

 Telugu

 Thai

 Vietnamese

 Other:  
    _______________

    _______________

BS
BS

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAzZGgJwO9YXiYFzXfvvMTJ__7zG3o417a
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Page 41. “Immediate Family Member” means a spouse, child, in-law, parent, or sibling.

b) Have any of your immediate family members1 done any of the following within 10 years of the
date you submit this application?

Been appointed to, elected to, or a candidate for office at the local, 
state, or federal level representing the County of Los Angeles, 
including as a member of the board? 

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for, an elected 
representative at the local, state, or federal level representing the 
County of Los Angeles?

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for a candidate for  
office at the local, state, or federal level representing the County of 
Los Angeles?

Served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a political party 
or as an appointed member of a political party central committee?

Been a registered lobbyist with the State of California or a California 
local government?

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

11. Conflicts of Interest

a) Have you done any of the following within 10 years of submitting this application?

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

Been appointed to, elected to, or a candidate for office at the local, 
state, or federal level representing the County of Los Angeles,
including as a member of the board?

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for, an elected 
representative at the local, state, or federal level representing the
County of Los Angeles?

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for a candidate for 
office at the local, state, or federal level representing the County of
Los Angeles?

Served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a political party 
or as an appointed member of a political party central committee?

Been a lobbyist registered with the State of California or a California 
local government?

BS
BS

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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12. Qualifications

a) I possess experience demonstrating analytical skills relevant to the redistricting process and
voting rights, described as follows (be specific and provide specific examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

BS
BS
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b) I am able to understand and apply applicable state and federal legal requirements dealing with  
     redistricting and voting rights based on the following experience (be specific and provide specific  
     examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

BS
BS
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c) I possess experience demonstrating impartiality, described as follows (be specific and provide
specific examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

BS
BS
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d) I appreciate the diverse demographics and geography of the County of Los Angeles because of the
following reasons (be specific and provide specific examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

BS
BS
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PRIVACY NOTIFICATION AND WAIVER

Disclaimer

Any commission member shall be ineligible for a period of five years beginning from the date of appointment 
to hold elective public office at the federal, state, county, or city level in California. A commission member 
shall be ineligible for a period of three years beginning from the date of appointment to hold appointive 
federal, state, or local public office, to serve as paid staff, or as a paid consultant to, the Board of Equalization, 
the Congress, the Legislature, or any individual legislator, or to register as a federal, state or local lobbyist 
in this state. 

Legal Authority for Collection of Personal Information

The County of Los Angeles Citizens Redistricting Commission (CRC) and the regulations implementing 
the CRC require the selection of commissioners to be open to public scrutiny and free from the influence 
of the board and reasonably representative of the county’s diversity (California Elections Code sections 
21530-21535).  The CRC requires the elections official to select 60 of the most qualified applicants based 
on their voter affiliation, eligibility to serve pursuant to the Elections Code; the absence of any conflicts of 
interest; relevant analytical skills; ability to be impartial; appreciate the county’s diverse demographics and 
geography; and racial, ethnic, geographic, gender, and economic diversity.  To determine each applicants 
identity and qualifications to serve on the CRC and to track demographic information of the applicant pool, 
the application seeks personal information about applicants that will be provided to the Los Angeles County 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk staff, the Auditor-Controller of the County of Los Angeles, the public, 
including members of the press.  

Consequence of Not Providing All Requested Information

Failure to provide all of the requested information will result in your disqualification and the removal of 
your name from the applicant pool.  Thus, if you want to be considered for membership on the CRC, it is 
mandatory to submit a response for each item of information requested.  

Permission to Use and Release Personal Information

By submitting this application, you acknowledge that the application, all documents submitted in support of 
your application, are subject to the California Public Records Act and may be made available to the public, 
including, a Statement of Economic Interests (FPPC Form 700) if you are asked to submit one, letters of 
recommendation, materials generated as a result of any investigation of you, and all public comments and 
responses to public comment about your application are public records.  You agree that the County of Los 
Angeles shall provide copies of these materials to members of the public and the press, members and staff 
of the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk, the Auditor-Controller of the County of Los Angeles, the CRC, and 
as otherwise compelled by law. You understand that members of the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk staff 
and the public may make public statements about you. You authorize the County of Los Angeles to use 
the information submitted by and about you as it deems necessary to select commissioners, replacement 
commissioners, or otherwise comply with its legal duties. You also authorize the County of Los Angeles, 
including the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk to post all materials related to your application to serve on 
the CRC on its website and any website authorized by the County of Los Angeles.

BS
BS
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PRIVACY NOTIFICATION AND WAIVER

Voluntary Waiver of Privacy Rights and County of Los Angeles’s Liability

By applying to be a commissioner, you are waiving your privacy and other rights under various state and 
federal laws including, but not limited to, the Information Practices Act (Cal. Civil Code section 1798 et 
seq.), and any defamation, invasion of privacy, and negligence claim you may have against the County of 
Los Angeles and those acting on its behalf. Accordingly, by waiving your privacy rights, you are agreeing to 
permit the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk to release any and all information submitted by or about you, 
EXCEPT that the County of Los Angeles will not post on the Internet your date of birth; physical, mailing, 
and email addresses (excluding the city and supervisorial district); telephone numbers; the addresses and 
telephone numbers of your immediate family members; or any materials that the County of Los Angeles 
deems offensive. At this point in the process, the County of Los Angeles will not collect, and you should 
not voluntarily submit to the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk, your social security number, driver’s license 
number, financial account numbers, or health information. By submitting your application, you acknowledge 
and consent to the release of the information you and others are providing related to you and, except as 
specifically provided above, you are waiving your right to privacy regarding all information relating to you 
and your application to serve as a commissioner. This waiver authorizes the County of Los Angeles to make 
public information submitted by or about you for a period of 12 years from the date of your application, 
even if you are not selected as a commissioner. You are providing this waiver voluntarily, understanding that 
the County of Los Angeles shall not be legally liable as a result of the release of information submitted by 
or about you or as the result of comments made about you by others, and that the County of Los Angeles 
through the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk  will post on its website or otherwise release publicly. This 
includes claims of defamation, invasion of privacy, negligence, and any other statutory or common law 
claims.

Declaration

I affirm, by placing my signature below, that the statements contained in this application are true and correct 
to the best of my knowledge, and that I have read and understand the Privacy Notification and Waiver.  

SignaturePrinted Name

Date

Return Options 

Return your completed and signed application to the 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk by Email or U.S. Mail.

Email: CRC@rrcc.lacounty.gov

Mail: Attn: Citizens Redistricting Commission 
       12400 Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650

BS
BS

Brian Stecher

Aug 17, 2020

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAzZGgJwO9YXiYFzXfvvMTJ__7zG3o417a

	Row1_3: I developed the analytic skills needed to serve on the County of Los Angeles’s 2020-2021 Citizens Redistricting Commission during my graduate education and subsequent 30-year career at a policy researcher at the RAND Corporation. I earned both a Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s degree in Mathematics, where I received strong quantitative analytic training. I further refined my analytic skills in my PhD program in the UCLA Department of Education, where I specialized in Research Methods and Evaluation. That program taught me how to ask researchable questions, identify relevant information, collect data systematically, review it critically, analyze it accurately, and draw appropriate conclusions. 

For the past 30 years as a researcher at the RAND Corporation I have further developed my analytic skills to answer a wide range of educational questions at the local, state and national levels. For example, when directing the evaluation of the California Class Size Reduction program I had to read and understand technical materials, including maps and statistical information; formulate questions that elicited detailed information from experts and understand their responses; evaluate the validity and importance of information in light of specific decisions; use relevant software, including statistical analyses tools, spreadsheets and editors; assess the relevance and trustworthiness of information from various sources; assess the importance of competing evidence; and judge the credibility of information from various sources, including its accuracy, relevance and strength. These are precisely the kinds of skills that will be needed by members of the Redistricting Commission.

	Row1_4: Although I have never been directly involved in redistricting, I have demonstrated the ability to understand and apply legal standards in the context of public education. As a co-Director of the National Longitudinal Study of the federal No Child Left Behind Act, I had to read, interpret and understand the legal requirements that applied to states, districts and schools so we could assess the extent to which these technical requirements were met. For example, there were rules for establishing annual yearly progress targets for all students and for legally identified significant subgroups, requirements to increase targets annually to ensure that all students were proficient in 10 years, and requirements to provide progressively more serious assistance and interventions for schools and districts that repeatedly failed to meet targets. We had to monitor states’ compliance with these rules and evaluate the extent to which they were meeting each of the steps in the process. That sort of rigorous attention to quantitative indicators is similar to the challenges facing the Redistricting Commission as it monitors the characteristics of supervisorial districts as changing boundaries are considered. 

I also served for 20 years on the Public Schools Accountability Act “Technical Design Group (TDG),” which advised the California Department of Education about its testing and accountability policies. The California Legislature passed the Public Schools Accountability Act in response to the federal No Child Left Behind Act. The TDG helped the Department of Education develop a testing and accountability system that was consistent with the requirements of these two laws. The TDG met regularly to support the design of an accountability system that was consistent with the state’s legislative intent while satisfying the requirements of the federal regulations. This process involved extended discussions about the meaning of the legislation and multiple analyses of the likely effects of different proposed testing policies and accountability rules. The Department conducted the analyses at the request of the TDG and looked to the TDG to interpret the results and suggest changes in the formulas to achieve the desired result. In the end, this collaborative arrangement helped California develop effective school accountability policies. The TDG review and analysis process is similar to the work the Redistricting Commission will do, and my successful experience on the TDG demonstrates my ability to be an effective Commissioner.

	Row1_5: I worked as a Senior Social Scientist at the RAND Corporation for three decades. RAND has earned a reputation for objectivity, and people on all sides of the political spectrum respect RAND’s commitment to impartiality. I gained a sophisticated understanding of impartiality from my years of work at RAND, including participating in RAND research quality assurance process as a researcher and as a reviewer of other’s research. The RAND Standards for High-Quality Research and Analysis, which I fully endorse, call for studies to be “objective, independent and balanced,” which means studies that are based on evidence not belief, free from intellectual bias and treat competing perspectives fairly. 

Being impartial means being fair, objective, balanced and unbiased. I believe I achieved this standard of impartiality in my work at RAND. For example, when my team evaluated the Gates Foundation’s $500 million Intensive Partnership for Effective Teaching, we considered not only student performance but also the initiative’s effect on hiring, teacher placement, teacher retention/dismissal, and whether low-income, minority students had access to effective teachers. We published our findings despite the fact that they did not confirm the program’s success, but the Foundation found value in our results because they were fair, thorough and balanced.

My best research studies were those that gathered information from many sources, examined competing hypotheses and sought input from relevant stakeholder groups. When my team evaluated California’s Class Size Reduction (CSR) program we had to consider not only whether students in small classes performed better than they would have in regular-size classes, but also which students had access to smaller classes (students from low-income vs high-income families), how effective were the new teachers hired to teach them (suburban vs. urban new hires), and how parents from different population groups felt about class size. Although we did not find that CSR led to big improvements in student learning, we did find valuable lessons that the Department of Education used to improve the programs.

I will bring this respect for impartiality and my past experience conducting fair and unbiased analyses to bear on my work on the 2020-2021 Citizens Redistricting Commission. The boundaries the Commission draws will not reflect my own personal views but a thoughtful consideration of the relevant laws, population demographics and geographic features of the county, so subsequent elections provide fair representation for all citizens.
	Row1_6: My roots in Los Angeles are deep, and I have an appreciation for the geographic and demographic diversity of the county. I was born in Los Angeles, and I have I lived in the county for most of my 73 years, including the following cities and neighborhoods: Fairfax, Reseda, Westwood, Sherman Oaks, Hermosa Beach, Highland Park, Claremont, Pico-Robertson and Santa Monica. My father and brother are both retired firefighters who worked their whole careers for the Los Angeles Fire Department in every part of the city; my mother is a retired LAUSD teacher who taught English as a Second Language at the middle school level. 

In my careers as a teacher, testing expert and educational researcher, I have come into close contact with people from many backgrounds. I started as a Mathematics Specialist in the Compton, Willowbrook, and Enterprise School Districts, where I taught predominantly African-American students. Subsequently, I taught mathematics in Richmond and Vallejo, California, where my students and their parents were more likely to come from Hispanic backgrounds. My work with Educational Testing Service in Eagle Rock and Pasadena brought me into contact with local school districts, including LAUSD and Santa Monica, that wanted assistance developing fair assessments; I also interacted with diverse parent groups to help them understand how testing affected their children. This role required that I be sensitive to differences among population groups, both personally and in terms of testing consequences. My RAND educational research has always been attuned to variation in student and school characteristics and how this affects performance. 

As a volunteer referee for 16 years with the American Youth Soccer Organization, I learned to apply the Laws of the Game in a fair and unbiased manner to teams of teenage boys and girls, drawn from throughout Southern California. I learned to appreciate the differences in appearance, demeanor, and interactions among players and coaches of all colors and cultures, while fairly applying the rules.

I believe whole-heartedly that Los Angeles County’s diversity is one of its strengths. The supervisorial boundaries set by the Commission must to be sensitive to the cultural and community identities of voters, so they do not reduce the likelihood of electing representatives from specific places or racial/ethnic groups. I will bring my appreciation of the County’s diversity to the Commission’s deliberations so the redistricting serves the interests of all citizens.



