
Application to Serve on the

Read the tips below 
to make sure your 
application is complete.

Complete all fields listed on this application. 
Incomplete information may disqualify 
applicants.

Make sure you have all the pages.  
There are ten (10) total pages that make up this 
application, including this page. The pages are 
numbered in the bottom right corners. 

Initial the top right corner of each page in 
the “Initial” box. This will make sure your 
application stays together.

Print clearly and legibly or type your 
application. Doing so will speed up processing 
time. Unclear handwriting may cause delays.

Completely fill out the entire application. 
Incomplete applications may not meet the 
specified qualifications and could be eliminated.

Don’t know if you’re eligible to serve on the 
County’s Redistricting Commission? Among 
other requirements, you must be a registered 
voter in Los Angeles County to serve on the 
Commission. See pages 3-4 for more details.

Questions? Learn more at LAVote.net. 

This application must be received no later 
than Monday, August 31, 2020, at 5 p.m.  
See page 10 for submittal instructions. 

This is your application to serve as a Commissioner on the County of Los Angeles’s 
2020-2021 Citizens Redistricting Commission.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION

First Name

Last Name

Email

Morales

Apolonio
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9. Political Party Affiliation

8. Language Proficiency

10. Eligibility Information (complete to the best of your ability)

Democratic

Republican

American Independent

 English 

 Armenian

 Bengali

 Burmese

 Cantonese

 Green

 Libertarian 

 Peace and Freedom

 Farsi

 Gujarati

 Hindi

 Indonesian

 Japanese

 No Party Preference 
    (Decline to State)

 Other (Please specify)

 Khmer/ 
    Cambodian

 Korean

 Mandarin

 Mongolian

a) Have you been continuously registered to vote in the County
of Los Angeles with the same political party or unaffiliated with
a political party and have not changed political party affiliation
for five (5) or more years prior? (If unsure about current
registration, go to LAVote.net for self look-up.)

b) In which of the last three statewide elections have you voted, check all that apply?

June 2018

November 2018

March 2020

 Yes  No

7. Racial or Ethnic Background

Latinx Group

 Cuban

 Mexican/Mexican American

 Puerto Rican

 Other Hispanic/Latinx Groups

Pacific Islander Group

 Guamanian or Chamorro

 Hawaiian

 Samoan

 Other Pacific Islander Group

Asian Group

 Asian Indian

 Cambodian

 Chinese

 Filipino

 Japanese

 Korean

 Laotian

 Vietnamese

 Other Asian Groups

Other Groups

 Aleut

 American Indian/Native American

 Black/African American

 Eskimo

 White

 Other Racial Group,

 Please specify: _________________

Select all that apply

Please check all languages you which you are proficient.

 Russian

 Spanish

 Tagalog/Filipino

 Telugu

 Thai

 Vietnamese

 Other:  
    _______________

    _______________

AM
AM

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAOIX_IAGB_hEr-FRm2POYg5-I3qgF1OvE
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Page 41. “Immediate Family Member” means a spouse, child, in-law, parent, or sibling.

b) Have any of your immediate family members1 done any of the following within 10 years of the
date you submit this application?

Been appointed to, elected to, or a candidate for office at the local, 
state, or federal level representing the County of Los Angeles, 
including as a member of the board? 

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for, an elected 
representative at the local, state, or federal level representing the 
County of Los Angeles?

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for a candidate for  
office at the local, state, or federal level representing the County of 
Los Angeles?

Served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a political party 
or as an appointed member of a political party central committee?

Been a registered lobbyist with the State of California or a California 
local government?

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

11. Conflicts of Interest

a) Have you done any of the following within 10 years of submitting this application?

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

Been appointed to, elected to, or a candidate for office at the local, 
state, or federal level representing the County of Los Angeles,
including as a member of the board?

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for, an elected 
representative at the local, state, or federal level representing the
County of Los Angeles?

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for a candidate for 
office at the local, state, or federal level representing the County of
Los Angeles?

Served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a political party 
or as an appointed member of a political party central committee?

Been a lobbyist registered with the State of California or a California 
local government?

AM
AM

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAOIX_IAGB_hEr-FRm2POYg5-I3qgF1OvE
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12. Qualifications

a) I possess experience demonstrating analytical skills relevant to the redistricting process and
voting rights, described as follows (be specific and provide specific examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

AM
AM

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAOIX_IAGB_hEr-FRm2POYg5-I3qgF1OvE
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b) I am able to understand and apply applicable state and federal legal requirements dealing with
redistricting and voting rights based on the following experience (be specific and provide specific
examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

AM
AM

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAOIX_IAGB_hEr-FRm2POYg5-I3qgF1OvE
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c) I possess experience demonstrating impartiality, described as follows (be specific and provide
specific examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

AM
AM

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAOIX_IAGB_hEr-FRm2POYg5-I3qgF1OvE
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d) I appreciate the diverse demographics and geography of the County of Los Angeles because of the
following reasons (be specific and provide specific examples to the extent available):

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you may attach an 
additional page. If you have any additional documentation to support your qualification, it may be attached.

AM
AM
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PRIVACY NOTIFICATION AND WAIVER

Disclaimer

Any commission member shall be ineligible for a period of five years beginning from the date of appointment 
to hold elective public office at the federal, state, county, or city level in California. A commission member 
shall be ineligible for a period of three years beginning from the date of appointment to hold appointive 
federal, state, or local public office, to serve as paid staff, or as a paid consultant to, the Board of Equalization, 
the Congress, the Legislature, or any individual legislator, or to register as a federal, state or local lobbyist 
in this state. 

Legal Authority for Collection of Personal Information

The County of Los Angeles Citizens Redistricting Commission (CRC) and the regulations implementing 
the CRC require the selection of commissioners to be open to public scrutiny and free from the influence 
of the board and reasonably representative of the county’s diversity (California Elections Code sections 
21530-21535).  The CRC requires the elections official to select 60 of the most qualified applicants based 
on their voter affiliation, eligibility to serve pursuant to the Elections Code; the absence of any conflicts of 
interest; relevant analytical skills; ability to be impartial; appreciate the county’s diverse demographics and 
geography; and racial, ethnic, geographic, gender, and economic diversity.  To determine each applicants 
identity and qualifications to serve on the CRC and to track demographic information of the applicant pool, 
the application seeks personal information about applicants that will be provided to the Los Angeles County 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk staff, the Auditor-Controller of the County of Los Angeles, the public, 
including members of the press.  

Consequence of Not Providing All Requested Information

Failure to provide all of the requested information will result in your disqualification and the removal of 
your name from the applicant pool.  Thus, if you want to be considered for membership on the CRC, it is 
mandatory to submit a response for each item of information requested.  

Permission to Use and Release Personal Information

By submitting this application, you acknowledge that the application, all documents submitted in support of 
your application, are subject to the California Public Records Act and may be made available to the public, 
including, a Statement of Economic Interests (FPPC Form 700) if you are asked to submit one, letters of 
recommendation, materials generated as a result of any investigation of you, and all public comments and 
responses to public comment about your application are public records.  You agree that the County of Los 
Angeles shall provide copies of these materials to members of the public and the press, members and staff 
of the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk, the Auditor-Controller of the County of Los Angeles, the CRC, and 
as otherwise compelled by law. You understand that members of the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk staff 
and the public may make public statements about you. You authorize the County of Los Angeles to use 
the information submitted by and about you as it deems necessary to select commissioners, replacement 
commissioners, or otherwise comply with its legal duties. You also authorize the County of Los Angeles, 
including the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk to post all materials related to your application to serve on 
the CRC on its website and any website authorized by the County of Los Angeles.

AM
AM
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PRIVACY NOTIFICATION AND WAIVER

Voluntary Waiver of Privacy Rights and County of Los Angeles’s Liability

By applying to be a commissioner, you are waiving your privacy and other rights under various state and 
federal laws including, but not limited to, the Information Practices Act (Cal. Civil Code section 1798 et 
seq.), and any defamation, invasion of privacy, and negligence claim you may have against the County of 
Los Angeles and those acting on its behalf. Accordingly, by waiving your privacy rights, you are agreeing to 
permit the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk to release any and all information submitted by or about you, 
EXCEPT that the County of Los Angeles will not post on the Internet your date of birth; physical, mailing, 
and email addresses (excluding the city and supervisorial district); telephone numbers; the addresses and 
telephone numbers of your immediate family members; or any materials that the County of Los Angeles 
deems offensive. At this point in the process, the County of Los Angeles will not collect, and you should 
not voluntarily submit to the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk, your social security number, driver’s license 
number, financial account numbers, or health information. By submitting your application, you acknowledge 
and consent to the release of the information you and others are providing related to you and, except as 
specifically provided above, you are waiving your right to privacy regarding all information relating to you 
and your application to serve as a commissioner. This waiver authorizes the County of Los Angeles to make 
public information submitted by or about you for a period of 12 years from the date of your application, 
even if you are not selected as a commissioner. You are providing this waiver voluntarily, understanding that 
the County of Los Angeles shall not be legally liable as a result of the release of information submitted by 
or about you or as the result of comments made about you by others, and that the County of Los Angeles 
through the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk  will post on its website or otherwise release publicly. This 
includes claims of defamation, invasion of privacy, negligence, and any other statutory or common law 
claims.

Declaration

I affirm, by placing my signature below, that the statements contained in this application are true and correct 
to the best of my knowledge, and that I have read and understand the Privacy Notification and Waiver.  

SignaturePrinted Name

Date

Return Options 

Return your completed and signed application to the 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk by Email or U.S. Mail.

Email: CRC@rrcc.lacounty.gov

Mail: Attn: Citizens Redistricting Commission 
       12400 Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650

AM
AM

Apolonio Morales

Aug 30, 2020

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAOIX_IAGB_hEr-FRm2POYg5-I3qgF1OvE

	Row1_3: I received my B.A. in English Literature with a minor in Education at the University of California, Berkeley in 1999. Since then, I have been actively engaged in protecting the rights of voters through civic engagement, get out the vote campaigns, and locally by continuing to uphold the California Voting Rights Act in my City of Whittier to ensure every vote cast is counted. 

My analytical skills have been sharpened through policy advocacy efforts during my time as the Political Director for the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA) at the local County, State and Federal level. These policies are complex in nature which demands an acute sense for deciphering a direct impact from mere platitudes or symbolic gestures. For this reason, the reading and interpretation of said policies, requires a special focus on the usage of specific words, an understanding of precedent of previous legislation and a critical eye that can interpret outcomes in potential scenarios played out beyond print on paper and into the public sphere. 

To that end, I have translated policy into Spanish and created power point presentations that can explain policy implications and interpretation in a way that is simple to understand. I am a firm believer that policy is not a mysterious language left only to the experts, but that by educating our community at large, we can have mechanisms for input and create policies that are fair and inclusive.

    



	Row1_4:  In the recent past, I have participated locally in the City of Whittier through the Whittier Latino Coalition to help organize events to educate my community of pertinent issues related to the Voting Rights Act, its history and its direct impact to the power dynamics that shape our city. To that end, I have been part of the Whittier VRA committee to ensure fair elections and to provide efforts on how to best educate voters in Whittier on election changes, especially as it relates to the immigrant community.

Over the past 6 years, I have led Statewide and County coalition efforts and analyzed and interpreted local policy, ordinances and bills to ensure our advocacy efforts are based on a clear understanding of the impacts on working families and on our immigrant community. Over the course of the past twenty years, I have volunteered to knock on doors, encouraged voters to get out the vote and connect local community members to their congressional representatives, their local city council and county supervisors in an effort to advance the needs of their community. To understand state and federal legal requirements, you must see them play out in real life with real people. These experiences have allowed to understand that deeply.

Lastly, for more than four years I have continued to work with Professor Daniel Estrada at California State University Los Angeles who teaches Constitutional Law and is researching the history of the California Voting Rights Act and its implications both practical and legal within communities and their redistricting efforts. This relationship has been invaluable in understanding how far our State has come in advancing not just representation of people of color in the State, but also its benefit to our democracy. 
	Row1_5: During my time as the National Immigrant Lead Organizer for the PICO National Network (now Faith in Action) on the Campaign for Citizenship, I was able to travel to Florida, Indiana, Missouri, Nevada, New Mexico, and Pennsylvania. These states represent a diversity of public opinion especially as they relate to a contentious issue like immigration. My work in these states revolved around training constituents on complex immigration legislation and helping to provide practical tools for civic engagement between themselves and their Congressional representatives. In organizing, the principle that best represents this notion of an impartial approach is to "take people where they are at, not where you want them to be." 

Because I worked with different faith traditions from various backgrounds--including the Catholic, Evangelical, and Jewish community--it became apparent that to come to a common goal on such a complex issue, it involved a series of conversations to build trust, ensure transparency and uphold democratic principles. The end result was a culmination of the best thinking especially as it related to the pursuit of strategies and tactics that were as inclusive as possible, opinions were encouraged to be focused on facts and not just mere "gut feelings" or speculation.  This process involved unpacking common misconceptions and stereotypes about immigrants. We did not shy away from addressing these issues to the benefit of all those involved in the process. 

I am a firm believer that people can come to a consensus and that compromise is part of the outcome of deliberation as longs as our collective values are held to a higher standard. By being impartial, we can move forward together because at the core of these conversations and debates on the value of our perspectives, is the mutual respect and dignity of every individual. Every individual counts, for that reason, we can work through our differences as long as we value one another first. Being fair and impartial has allowed me to witness and oversee fruitful conversations that move beyond the paralysis and inaction of any given issue or topic into the realm of possibility.     
	Row1_6: Through my work with the Othering and Belonging Institute at the Haas Institute at the University of California, Berkeley, I have actively participated in the creation of a curriculum whose sole purpose is to understand that our differences can be celebrated without losing our respect and appreciation for one another. The core belief is that by creating a real and tangible sense of belonging in a community, we can begin to dismantle the ideas and notions that divide us instead of unite us. This work has been ongoing for many years, as a participant, I can bring my experience to provide a fresh lens as to how we can work with one another using this framework. 

Los Angeles County is diverse with pockets various languages and ethnic backgrounds who practice a myriad of religions, or not. The idea that we are part of a County which has the largest immigrant population in California and has a robust culture drawn from these very communities is what gives me hope for the future. This is where I draw my inspiration, but on a more practical and experiential note, I have worked with these communities to garner support and understanding and work towards consensus. 

Through my coalition work, I have discovered that we can bring together the API, Black, Indigenous, Latino, Jewish and Muslim communities together for a common goal and purpose. I have worked to build this type of collaboration over years of engagement in these different communities. The engagement, however, is just the tip of the iceberg. Whether it is at the State level through the California Table for Immigration Reform, or locally with the LA Action Table, these coalition efforts have resulted in positive changes that benefit everyone.

To get to agreement and consensus, it takes a special type of relationship building which requires one to one conversations to find a commonality in our unique experience living in Los Angeles County. The human connection and values we uncover in the process of these conversations in turn create a bigger understanding of who we are as a community. The pockets that exist in Los Angeles County represent the rich fabric of our diverse cultures; this is what makes us resilient and strong in the face of adversity. These are challenging times, but my experience working within our diverse communities has led me to believe that you can never shy away from difficult conversations when the stakes are high. In addressing those issues, we stand stronger together in order to overcome our perceived differences.     


