COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
REGISTRAR-RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK

12400 IMPERIAL HWY. — P.O. BOX 1024, NORWALK, CALIFORNIA 90651-1024/(562) 462-2716

CONNY B. McCORMACK
REGISTRAR-RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK

April 23, 2002
TO: EACH SUPERVISOR
FROM: Conny B. McCormack, Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk

POSSIBLE RECALL ELECTION IN THE CITY OF SOUTH GATE AND
THE ROLE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND RR/CC

It is likely that the State legislature will request your approval for temporarily
transferring election administration authority from the City of South Gate to the
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk (RR/CC) for the purpose of conducting potential
recall elections in the city. This unprecedented legislation is being drafted at the
request of the Secretary of State in response to concerns regarding election
fraud if the City were to conduct these elections. Legislation is required because
there is no provision in State law for overriding city authority over elections.

All but a handful of the cities in Los Angeles County conduct their own municipal
elections. A few City Councils have chosen to consolidate their election dates
with regularly scheduled County elections (such as Alhambra, Downey and
Santa Monica for the upcoming November 5, 2002 General Election). In those
instances, in accordance with State election law,™ the City Council requests
Board approval for election seryjces. The same law provides that the City shall
pay for those election services.= All requests for consolidation are submitted to
you for approval, and the RR/CC has asked the Secretary of State to include this
decision-making authority in the legislation currently being drafted, so that it is
consistent with existing State law. The RR/CC does not make decisions about
which jurisdictions consolidate; this authority to accept or reject such requests
has always rested with the Board.

! Elections Code Section 10002: “The governing body of any city of district may by resolution request the
board of supervisors of the county to permit the county elections official to render specified election
servicesto the city or district relating to the conduct of an election. Subject to the approval of the board of
supervisors, these services shall be performed by the county elections official.”

2 EC § 10002: “Unless other arrangements satisfactory to the county have been made, the city or district
shall reimburse the county in full for the services performed upon presentation of abill to the city or
district.
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As is evident from a barrage of recent media coverage, there are serious issues
regarding potential recall elections of four Councilmembers and the City Clerk in
South Gate. The California Secretary of State has been working for some months
to move the responsibility for conducting these elections to the RR/CC because
of the fraud concerns cited above and documented in a number of the
attachments to this memo.

The RR/CC takes no position on the issue of whether the City should be forced
to cede election administration authority to the County. Due to Superior Court
involvement in these matters, the current status of all recall petitions is “on hold”.
Court action in early April essentially delays any action on these petitions to mid-
May at the earliest.

If election responsibility is transferred to the RR/CC, either through judicial or
legislative action, our Department has the capability to provide services to the
voters of South Gate. Our chief concern is the potential financial burden of
providing services against the will of the elected officials of the City. Itis
important that a clear mechanism be in place for compensating the County for
any election work performed. A related financial concern is that the tensions and
accusations in South Gate (amply demonstrated in attached media coverage)
dictate that City elections will require extraordinary measures on the part of
RR/CC to insure not only the integrity of the process but also the physical safety
of staff members and pollworkers.

Following is a brief summary of recent events regarding the City of South Gate.
Items for which documents are attached are starred (*).

Background/Event Chronology

* 12/3/01 — Elected City Clerk Carmen Avalos wrote to RR/CC requesting our
assistance in overseeing elections in South Gate or conducting them. Ms.
Avalos also wrote to the Secretary of State, District Attorney, State Senator
Martha Escutia and Assembly Member Marco Firebaugh.

* 12/19/01 — RR/CC responded to Ms. Avalos explaining that the RR/CC does
not normally conduct municipal elections unless the City Council requests
consolidation with a regularly-scheduled County election.

January 2002 — South Gate City Council barred City Clerk Carmen Avalos from
performing election administration duties and appointed attorney Julia Sylva to
post of “Elections Official” for the City.

* 1/17/02 — The Secretary of State held a press conference in South Gate,
stating that he will monitor the electoral process in the City and will force the City
to hand over election duties to RR/CC if problems are not corrected.

* 1/17/02 — Secretary of State Bill Jones wrote to Julia Sylva directing her to
report weekly to his office detailing her processing of recall petitions.

* 1/23/02 — LA County District Attorney’s Office conducted a raid of homes of
South Gate Treasurer Albert Robles and Councilmember Maria Benevides.
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* 2/11/02 — South Gate City Council considered and rejected a motion to
reinstate the elected City Clerk to act as the City’s election official.

2/20/02 — RR/CC received three Declarations of Intent to Recall petitions for
processing from Alli Hunter, City of South Gate.

* 2/21/02 — RR/CC wrote to South Gate Elections Consultant Julia Sylva
clarifying the Department’s position with respect to acting as the elections
administrator for City special elections and outlining the legal and financial
conditions under which the RR/CC would conduct such elections.

* 2/28/02 — Secretary of State issued an order to the City of South Gate to either
restore election duties to elected City Clerk or to contract with RR/CC for election
administration.

3/18/02 — SOS filed declaration with Los Angeles Superior Court (re: Ruiz v.
Avalos et al) reiterating their position that RR/CC should conduct elections for the
City.

3/18/02 — Superior Court ordered City of South Gate to bring all petitions seeking
a recall election to the RR/CC for safekeeping during processing.

3/21/02 — Recall petitions received by RR/CC for Raul Moriel, Mayor, Albert
Robles, City Treasurer and Maria Benavides, Council Member. Petitions were
placed in a locked room. No petition verification process has begun.

3/25/02 — City Council rejected SOS demand for RR/CC to conduct City
elections.

3/25/02 — Recall petition received by RR/CC for Xochilt Ruvalcaba, Vice Mayor.
3/29/02 — Court of Appeals agreed to review South Gate election litigation.

* 4/5/02 — South Gate Treasurer Albert Robles was arrested for allegedly
“making murderous threats” against Assemblyman Marco Firebaugh, State
Senator Martha Escutia, and a South Gate police officer.

* 4/5/02 — SOS repeated order for South Gate to transfer election authority to
County.

* 4/11/02 — Robles was released on $500,000 bond. The FBI revealed that it has
opened a political corruption investigation in South Gate.

4/18/02 — SOS Chief Counsel reported to RR/CC that SOS is working with
several state legislators to draft legislation to require South Gate to have
County’s RR/CC conduct South Gate recall elections that may be held in
2002/03.

Financial Considerations

As mentioned above, in a “normal” or routine situation, a City Council that wishes
to contract with the County to provide election services submits a request in the
form of a resolution to the Board of Supervisors. Contained in these routine
resolutions is a commitment on the part of the City Council to pay for such
services, whether support for a City-conducted election or the consolidation of a
City election with a regularly scheduled County election. The Board then has the
legal right to accept or decline the City’s request.
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In a February 21, 2002 letter to South Gate Elecg'ﬁns Consultant Julia Sylva, the
RR/CC outlined the legal and financial conditions® under which the RR/CC would
conduct any special recall elections in the City. To date, this letter has received
neither an acknowledgement nor a response.

The City of South Gate presents a unique challenge because a majority of its
current elected Councilmembers has clearly and repeatedly indicated that they
do not wish to cede election authority to the County. If the SOS is successful in
its drive to force the issue, it is likely that the same City Council majority will balk
at paying for services they did not wish to receive in the first place. For this
reason, it is our understanding that the legislation currently being crafted in the
State legislature will include some type of provision enabling the County to apply
for reimbursement of costs incurred in the conduct of these legislatively
mandated elections. No specific language has yet been drafted and the SOS is
still in the process of internal discussion on this issue.

Current Status

The exact form of the proposed legislation is unknown. It is unclear in what role
the legislation would cast the Board of Supervisors, nor do we know at this time
how the issue of compensation for election services will be addressed.

We will keep you informed as events unfold.

C: County Counsel
CAO

3 Financial conditions included the RR/CC receiving partial payment in advance for the estimated cost of
the specia elections and the inclusion of a provision in either a City resolution or SOS legal order a
provision assuring that the RR/CC costs for conducting these special elections will be fully reimbursed to
the County.
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CARMEN AVALOS
CITY CLERK

Honorable Connie Mc Cormick

LA County Registrar Recorder/County Clerk
12400 Imperial Hwy

Norwalk, CA 90650

December 3, 2001

RE: Support
Dear Mrs. Connie McCormick,

I am writing to you to please assist our city in the upcoming Special Elections. | am coming to
you because as the elections official in the County of Los Angeles, I feel our city would be best
served by the services the county can render to the citizens of South Gate.

Our city has been plagued with more than it’s share of ugly political campaigns and many
irregularities in the past recent elections. Unfortunately, I have been a target of some of these
incidents in our city. Currently I have been served with a Notice of Intention to Recall me. As
the elections official in my city I will not be able to conduct the upcoming Special Election, 1
know that the community would like to see someone who is fair and neutral to come in and
oversee or conduct the election.

I am requesting that you perhaps assist us in overseeing the elections in our city or even
conducting them. Ifit is not possible due to the work load your office already has then I would
ask that you please assist me in writing a letter of support from you and vour office on behalf of
the citizens of the city of South Gate. 1 have asked the Secretary of State to assist our ity in
restoring fair and equitable elections and to oversee the process in the upcoming Special Elections
in South Gate. Our city has unfortunately experienced many problems in the past and continues
to have much political turmoil.

I have included a copy of the letter that I sent to our Secretary of State Bill Jones, making a plea
for his assistance and that of his office. As a public servant I find myself in a difficult position. As
a result of trying to work in the best interest of my community, I am now a target for a recall.
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CITY CLERK

[ took an oath to serve the people of this community and 1 owe the people of my city to work for
them and they are the reason I am writing this letter. We need your help in showing vour support
to assist me in getting the attention of our Secretary of State to truly listen to the concern of the
South Gate community. I would urge you to please consider writing a letter in show of your
support for the citizens of South Gate to have the Secretary of State’s intervention in this matter

Il you feel that there are other ways you or your office might help please call me and let me know.
Thank you very much for your time and cooperation in helping the people I love and work for

Sincerely,

o IO

Carmen Avalos
City Clerk

cc: Senator Martha Escutia
District Attorney’s Office
Assembly Member Marco Firebaugh
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CARMEM AVALOS
CITY CLERK

December 3. 2001

Honorable Bill Jones,
Secretary of State
1500 11* St

3™ Floor .

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Honorable Secretary of State Bill Jones,

[ am writing to you because I am very concerned about some of the problems we have had in
local election here in my city of South Gate. | am requesting that your office come into our city
to oversee that the nght of the people as voters is respected. Our community has lost trust in the
democracy that this great country represents, as a result of the dirty politics that have plagued our
COMMUnItY.

I spoke to you about this issue at the June 2001, NALEO conference that [ had the privilege of
meeting you. | received a call from your chief counsel Mr. Bill Wood, in July to discuss some of
these issues

Please consider my distress and help alleviate some of my worries for my city, my home, and my
South Gate people. As a concerned mother, teacher, and now elected city clerk, I ask you to
help. See how many acts have occurred in my city within the last vear and most recently. I have
included some of the newspaper articles that have appeared in the LA Times and other local
papers, to give you a scope of what is happening in our city

Please help the public I serve in this city have some faith in the system that we so tenaciously try
to protect. As an example as to why [ ask for your assistance please consider these incidents that
I find extremely disturbing. In 1999 our then Mayor Henry Gonzalez, was shot under suspicious
circumstances after a council meeting, and most recently a former council candidate was found
guilty on seven counts of election fraud. In addition recent candidate for the office of City
Treasure had his business fire bombed this past month. The community views these acts as a
threat to their civil rights

Once again [ ask for you assistance. [ know how extremely busy you are with your upcoming
elections, however my community needs you too.  As the highest ranking official in the position
to oversee elections, I ask you to assist our city and rescue our citizens from what may be
another politically ugly recall election.
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Bill, I come to you for safety because [ am serving in the best interest of my South Gate
community. [ have put my trust in you and know that you will not turn vour back on the same
people whom you took an oath to serve.

| am but one person trying to make a difference for the hard working families in this community
and [ will continue to lobby on their behalf, because they have put their trust in me to serve them
Owr city is in crisis and [ want you to listen,

Again, I make my plea to you, and ask that you please have your office oversee the election
process to make certain that the irregularities that have happened in past elections do not continue
to occur.

Lastly, I'd like to say that letter is not typically the sort your office receives but it is certainly one
written with a lot of love for the people [ serve and represent. Thank you for your time and
consideration. [ look forward to hearing from you

Carmen Avalos
City Clerk

ce: Bill Wood- Chief Counsel
Governor Gray Davis
Lt Gov. Cruz Bustamante
Bill Lockyer-Attorney General
Steve Cooley -LA District Attorney’s Office
Connie McCormick- LA County Registrar Recorder
Senator Martha M. Escutia
Marco Firebaugh- Assembly Member
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Candidate’s
Next Real
Address
May Be Jail

Electlon law: A former
South Gate City Council
hopeful is found guilty of
lying about his residence,
in a victory for D.A's
new public integrity unit.
By RICHARD MAROSI

TIMES STAFF WRITEE

A farmer candidate for the South
Gate City Council wai found gulty
Tuesday of lying about where he
kived in arder to qualify for the bal-
oL

The conviction of Richard Maver
on seven feleny counte, including
three of perjury, marks the first
eourt victory for Dist. Atty. Bteve
Cooley’s public integrity sgquad.
Prosecutors viewed it a8 a strong
indicator of the public’s willingness.
to canvict officials—or would-be af-
ficials—charged with wrongdoing. -

"“We were concerned that sl
though the district attorney has
made [pursuing political] cormuip—-
tion A pricrity, “weren"l. sure how?
jurors would feel,” sald David De-

the unit's :hldp:m.;

Mayer, who faces & possible.
BEVEN-YRAr prifon -lerml, Was ors
dered 16 return to oot for his sen—
tencing in January. His attorney..
Harland Braun, eaid be would ap-"

Mayer admitted he didn't ve atC
the South Gate sddress. he pro-=
vided on election forms, but argueds
 that he didn't knowingly lie be-C
" cause he believed he had lhtrl.;n:hl"
to & "political address.”™

That argument was digmiseed a8
prepostercus by many in the wark-
ing-class community in Southeast

Flease see LIE, B3
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LIE: Candidate
Guilty of Using
False Address

Continued from Bl

Los Angeles County, where May-
er's Lrue residence in Boyle Hewghts
wast 3 long-known open secret.

“The system does work,” said
Joseph Ruiz, a resident and former
council candidate. “1t works siowly,
but it does work, and it gives the
residents of Bouth Gate hope.”

Word of Mayer's conviction
spread rapidly through South Gate,
but the reading af the verdict Tues-
day afterncon took place in an al-
masEt emply courtroam and with Lt-
Ue drama. Mayer betrayed no
emolon when the court clerk read
the verdict, and the whole session
Was gver in about 10 minutes.

Mayer was arrested earlier this
year alter a South Gate police
probe determined that he had
given a false home address to
gualify for the city elecuon in No-
vember AN, He came in third in a
field of four candidates,

Maryer, 49, who has described
himself as & health care consulan,
admitied that he claimed & three-
bedroom apartment on Southern
Avenue as his home address. The
home's occupant, Willebaldo Mao-
rales Arroyo, testified that Mayer
told b he would never have Lo
worTy about work if he let Mayer
lest the home a8 his regidence.

Arroyo, who was not charged in
the case, also testified that Mayer
had never glept at tse apartment.

Hraun, in his defense of Mayer,
referred Lo national politicians who
didn’t live full Wme in the swtes
where they later ran for office. One
of his examples was Democratie
Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, who
wag accused of being a carpei-
bagger when she ran for office in
MNew Yark,

Braun also tned o argue that a

law allownng state and congres-
sional leaders Lo list their voler reg-
istration addresses as their main
place of residence showld apply in
Mayer's case.

Bul prosecutors dismissed that
argument, gaying the law is needed
for state and congressional politi-
clans because they maintain pegi-
dences in Sacramento or Washing-
torn.

Besides, prosecutors sid, Mayer
never tried to establish any resi-
dence in the city.

“What does it say to the citizens
of South Gate U he didn't even
wanl to live there?™ said Deputy
Dist. Atty. Mareis Daniel, the lead
prasecistor on the case.

The Mayer case was one af the
first brought by the public integ-
rity division, formed this vear.
Since then, prosecutors have al-
leged that Hunungten Park Coun-
cliwoman Linda Luz Guevara lied
about her place af ressdence.

Guevara surrendered Lo authaor-
ities in September after being
charged with perjury for signing
council nomination papers stating
she lived in Huntington Park when,
autharities say, she lived in Dow-
ney.

Guevara, & two-lime council-
woman, has densed the allegations.

Prosecutors have launched a
similar probe against West Covina
echool board member Peter Sabati-
ne Jr., whose home and Lruck were
searched last month by investiga-
Loms?

Sabatino Jr. hae denied allega-
tiens that he lives at the Downey
house e bought in 1996, Sabating,
a 13-year schoal board member re-
electid Lhis month, sasd he loves i
a home awned by his mother in Lhe
Weat Covina schoal district,
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South Gate political activst in-

volved in a fiercely contested voter

recall effort. ! ;
The fire destroved one van snd
damaged another at the plumbing
business ewned by Joseph Ruoiz A
second firebomb failed to [gnite af-
ter heing u:rm at the fmnt dioar
of I‘.hr,hl.ﬂil:ung
“Tt's dl!"!ll‘llll_‘]}' areon,’ Suul.h
Gate palice L Vincent Awila easd

'He Is Ta_rget of Pﬁllthﬂl Arson Fire . .

-—'\-'- j-j:-r.——-r T

1::11.:-' pnll.cemimuug:ung mr.h mm:tﬂzhumeuum l:run
assigtance from the Los Angeles Strest - ;
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cally motivated,:it would & ‘mark a
dramatic escalation in thevicious
sirugghd for power in the 'm:nrk:lng-

clags city.

Ruiz said he didn't know who
was behind the attack, but said his ! L‘im.pn:gn l‘h-.-

outspoken views had earned Him-
many political foes. “The ooly peo-
ple who could want to do this .
against me are my puﬂl;ll:-ﬂl en-
emiis,” he said," -

Ruiz iz an opponent of the ttu-ae-
member City Counell muajority and

City Treasurer Albert Robles. ﬁh't-.

recent public mesting,’ be served .
the councl m:}cq-i‘l._r with ﬂ:ltEr m—
call papers. “¥g,
Hobles and Mayer Faul l[nr.lﬂ
were not available for comment. -
Monday's arson Eretmlplmas
arganizers prepare W gather gigna-
tures to force a recall slection. -
Pollce say two Molotov cocktails

= three-member majority.

has run unml;l.'.:ﬂ:f
affice threa limﬁ g1

to the city's rough bnnd
ticking. Duﬂnfr:"tc:ﬁ"d
he hag been .h._hul:-_r,-.r

‘molegter;-
Rm:wmudn'tr i
-::Iﬁmu:mﬁm;thﬂateln “the
target uf*rmlem:e !n.lﬂﬂ ‘,._J.Iu:u-
--Mayor Henry (onzaler was shot in
m&h&dhrmluﬂhnthlm
that has not.been golved. - .
Gmﬁmﬂu:mﬂ’mq ya.
- superfitial woiind dfter-the bullet
= grazed his hedd. Enmmuﬁm
‘couric] miembers mmﬁ‘mz
N
"'Ij!mtlupeil:'h:unt ie thvere—
“call campaign,” ‘Gongales mid. “Joe
mmmuﬂmr&ﬁﬂpa.pﬂn:ﬂll‘da
sudden— hnnm.,hmmtmm. oy
i tﬁu
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Ex-candldate conwcted

South Gate: Jury finds tion and one count of subornation  prossey
of declaration,
| Richard F. Mayer guilty ~° P*9~ b declaratio Ty R RN

of lying about residence. ~: \:Mayer, 48, of Los Angeles; faces location was his oetasiona] v
F apama?bhmnmnmwrmnfmu to pick up mail sent from the
e, | LGSGANGE‘EE — A former years in at;le prison when be is  South- Gate (et} elerk's’ office
South Gate City” Council candi- sentenced Jan. 11. becouse he claimed that address
date & was oonvicted - Tuesday—of- .~ . - oris umsmdmmgjnhunmmmn
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Mayer convicted of perjury

From Stefl sad Wie Beports

S0UTH GATE — Twice Richard
Mayer ran for City Council here and
lost.

Tuesday be lost again, this time in
a court of law, when he was convict-
ed of seven criminal charpes for
lying about where he lived dunng
those election campaigns.

A Los Angeles Superior Coun jury

spent two days deliberating before
finding Mayer guilty of three couns
each of making a falss declaration of
candidacy snd perjury by declaration
and one count of subomation of per-
Jury by declaration.

Mayer, 49, whose real address is in
Boyle Heights, faces a possible max-
imumy term of seven years in gtae
prison when he is sentenced Jen_ ]

Mayer ran for the Ciry Council in

March 1999 and November 2000,
Evidence presented during the. trial
showed that Mayer did net live in the
city when he was mmning for the
council, even though papers he filled
out and gigned claimed he lived in &g
apariment in that city, according w
prosecutors.
Evidence also showed that Mayer
Flasse sou MAYER oo A-2

MAYER: Convicted of perjury

MAYER from A-1
Eot permission from the apan-
meenl manager o use the address
for “political purposes.”

“Mayer's only nexus o thar
locatnon was his occasional vis-
its to pick up mail sent from the
South Gate (city) clerk's office
because he claimed that address
as his residence on his nomina-
uon papers,” said Deputy
Distnet Attorney Marcia Dandel.

His lawyer, Harland Braun,
sasd e would appeal the convic-
Liy

Braun argued during the mal
that Mayer had the ngjjt o &

"pobitical address” much like
Hilary Rodham Clinton did
when she chose to run for the
U.S, Senate from New York.

Mayer was the first person
charged by - District Attorney
Steve Cooley's new Public
Integnity Division in February
and weas indicted on the same
charges two months later,

Another local official, Hunt- °
ington Park City Councilwoman
Linda Lur Guevara, is facing
sumilar charges.

She was amrested in Sept-
ember for allegedly lying about
her place of residence on nomi-

naton forms in that city.

A preliminary bearing in that
case was supposed (o begin yes-
terday.
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Power Plant
Bid Dropped

By ARNOLD ADLER
Staff Writer

SOUTH GATE — Developers
of the proposed Nueva Azales

Power Plant have formally .

advised the sute Energy
Commission that they wani 1o
withdraw their application for
1he controversial project.

The formal request came
Tuesday from the firm of
Fitzgerald, Abbott and Beard-
sley, Dakland AMOMEYS repre-
senting the developers, EM-One
Power Suton, LLC, based in
Vemon,

The surprise announcement
comes just a couple of weeks
after the commission granted the
COMpAny's request (o continue
plans for the project through the
maonth of December, Their pre-
VIOUS six-month extension ended
in September. :

Downey City Manager Gerald
Caton, whosé city opposed the
proposed plant. said Tuesday
“we are very happy they have
withdrawn the request. We were
Ecaring up to do battle with our
public relations consultants.

“Any new effort would require
the developers to start from
scratch but we can't rule that
out. We will remain v gilant,” he
said,

“We are very happy, in fact we
are ecsutic that they finally
decided o respect the wishes of
the South Gate voters,” said
Alvaro Huerta, an organizer for
Communities for s Bener

Enviroament. He was referring
0 aniadvisary vole against the
praject last March

His nonprofit erganization,
based in Huntington Park
joined Downey, South Gate and
surmounding cities in
the proposed 550-megawat Een-
erating plant hecause of emviron-
meninl concemns,

It was mot mmmediately known
why the firm dropped its plans,
althoygh Energy Commission
staff had stated there were a low
af prablems facing the project.

Hugrta poted thar his EToiip
had planned to ask South Gate 1o
amend city zoming laws 1o
exclude power plants

EM{One, an affilise of
Sunlaw Energy Corporation of
Vemon., earlier this year said it
would drop plans o build a 550-
megawan  power Eenerating
plant jon 13 acres ar 5650
Southern Ave., just east of the
Long (710) Freeway,

But| the firm requested and
receis from - the Energy
Cumr::’.'iniun last April a gix-

month suspension “{delay) in

élate eview of the plan w find
agother location.

In September, the firm ankced
the o give if another three
maonths before making a decision
an fTaject, saying it planned
w sell it wo LMI Capital, LLC,
which planned to go back to the
South Gate location, now owned
by & tucking company.
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South Gate Officials Ordered to Testify

Probe: Council members, treasurer will appear before grand
jury in corruption inquiry.

By RICHARD MAROSI
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Movember 7 2001

The South Gate City Council and city treasurer have been ordered to testify this week before the Los
Angeles County Grand Jury as part of an ongoing political corruption investigation.

Council critics have reacted to the proceedings with glee, At Monday night's City Council meeting,
some residents tauntngly waved plastic handcuffs at officials they hope will soon be indicted.

The grand jury tesumony from officials across the city's polincal spectrum marks a crucial stage in the
I'I'J{.'-I'llh!-'.-|ﬂﬂ‘g pl!"l'.'lb-E by the Los Angeles Cl.‘_lq_l_nt}-' district attorney's public integnty unit. The targets are
unknown, but some [aw enforcement and city officials think prosecutors are focusing on possible fraud
in the aity's recent elections

The grand jury proceedings threaten to further polarize a city caught in a fierce political power struggle
berween the council majonty and two police unions over who should be the next deputy police chief

Fecent council meetings have degenerated into angry shouting matches and jeering. Police and their
community supporters say the selection process is a sham and an example of widespread corruption by
Treasurer Albert Robles and his three council allies—Mayor Raul Moriel, Vice Mayor Xochilt
Ruvalcaba and Councilwoman Maria Benavides.

“Our belief is that the grand jury will come back with indictments,” said Joe Ruiz, a resident and
frequent Robles cntic

But Robles dismissed the handcuff-waving and jeening as theatrics.

"I'm not afraid of anything,” he said Tuesday "There is a saying in Spanish: El que nada debe, nada
teme He who owes nothing, has nothing to fear "

At the grand jury proceedings, Councilman Henry Gonzalez said fellow members Hector De La Torre,
Ruvalcaba, Benavides and Monel were scheduled to testify Tuesday. Robles also was scheduled o
estify in the secret proceedings, according to Gonzalez

hrtp/fwww lanmes com/templates/misc/printstory jsp?slug=1a%2D00008903 8nov07 11/25/01



Gonzalez and De La Torre broke with other city officials in declining to be represented by attorneys af
taxpayer expense. Both say they don't need representation, and will cooperate fully with investgators

"I welcome the opportunity [ have nothing to hide, " Gonzalez said “I'm doing my civic responsibility
' respond 1o any question and respond muthfully
L' I-"".--. OSEMYETS :||. 1EVE |"E‘ ﬁ e I_EIS o do 'I:"al'l_r fal :I'_-,._-,,||_ o Ig [Tﬁrﬂ] T"a]_ld d il II| recent “It':.tl"\"r <

Invesugators asked City Clerk Carmen Avalos to bring boxes of election material 1o the grand jury,
according to Gonzalez.

Meanwhile, the selection process for the next deputy police chief took an unexpected turn this week
when officials announced that the three leading candidates had declined the job.

The top candidate, Maywood Police Chief Rick Lopez, didn't return calls seeking comment

For information about reprinting this article, g0 to http, Avww lats com

» Introducing a new place to manage your auto insurance.

hitp Awww latimes com/tem plates/misc/printstory jsp7slug=1a%2D00008903 8nov07 115251
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Council Creates New Role That Pays -$-1—,,600'-a-Mtintﬁ

By TMON WANLASS
Stafl Writer

SOUTH GATE — City Council

members here will receive an addi-
tiomal stipend of $1,600 & month for
serving s the city's Community
Development Commission.

By & 3-1 volz Tuesdsy night, -
council approved the compensation
they will receive for the mewly creat-
ed commission, which will tske on
some of the functions of the city's
redevelopment agency and perform
other roles as well, acconding to
Eduardo Oliva, the city's special
legal counsel.

Councilmen Hector De La Torre
and Henry Gonzalez opposed the
pay package after earlier opposing
the creation of the commission and
many residents spoke out against the
action &5 well

Mo one from the sudience spoke
i favor of the compensation and the
three council members who voled
for it — Mayor Raul Monel, Yice
Mayor Xochill Fuvalcaba and
Councilwoman Maria Benavides —
did 4o without comment.

The commission compensation
raises the amount council members
receive to nearly 52,400 or month,
or mage than 528 000 o year.

De La Torre said that in a city
where the median family income
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level was less than $30,000 2 year,
that kind of pay for council mrml:tr!
was “uricohscionable.”

He said be would tumn s money
over 1o & cify-sponsored ].'uudl
scholarship fund. . :

Gonzaléz also said he wml'ldnl

’ uuptduin:rulﬂprr

“All my money will be going to
Churches in Action and the Boy
Socouts,” he said. “1 had & job and
now | have & pension. [ don't do this
for the money.

“We can'l increase our nln.n::.
they create nphun:.rcummuﬂnn he
added.

* “There's & lot of perks you people
don'l even know about,” he told the
sudience.

“It's just another gimmick. If
you're mot working, po out and get &
job™

One resident asked the theee coun-
cil members who favored the com-
mission pay what they would do
with the money, but none of the
three responded.

"You dont respond to ws. You
don't defend yourself, We don't g
the respect of an answer,” the
woman said.

Former Councilman Bill De Win
called the pay “excessive,”

Olive said the commission was set
up “pursuant to health end safety
codes.”
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He said the redevelopment
agency, which is allowed by state
law and may operale as a ‘separate
entity from ibe ciry, “will still have
dutics that must be complied with.™

The Community Development
Commission will meet prior (o the
City Council af 6 p.m. Those meet-
ings will so0a shifi from the second
pnd founh Tesday exch month o
the second and founb Monday, after
the council introduced an ordinanee
chagging the meeting dates o the
meeting.

That measure, which will be for-

" mally adopted a1 the next council

meeting, was approved by the tame
3-2 vote.

Interim  City Maoager Sami
Massar said the meeting change
would provide a beiter Mow of paper
work and make it easier o gel
reponts prepared in time for the
meeting, bui residents also com-
plamed absou that change.

(e woman asked if the council
was hoping residents would stay
home and watch Monday night foot-
ball instead of sftending meetings.

[ Wit accused the council of
changing meeting days because Ciry
Treasurer Albent Robles is iaking &
class ot a police academy on
Tu-:tdagr r.|gh|:5 and can’t attend
meetings.
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Gommenfary
Arrogance of Power

for Everyone to See

By DON WANLASS
Sall Wller

The armogance that too often comes with power was displayed for all
the nation to see on television last week.

Embattled Rep. Gary Condit, D-Modesto, went on the ABC-TV show
“Prime Time,” supposedly 1o talk for the first time about his involvement
with Chaundra Levy, the missing intemn with whom he allegedly was
having an affair,

But Condil, with the smug arrogance of someone who doesn’t think he
has to answer (o anyone, reflused to respond to interviewer Connie
Chuing’s questions about his relationship with Lewy,

He said it was out of respect for his and Levy's families, but he [ailed
o show any respect for his constituents — or the rest of the public — that
wanled 1o hear him explain his sctions,

That kind of arrogance might be expected from a congressman, partjc-
ularly one who has held elected office for more than 20 years.

Closer to home, similar political arrogance was on display Tuesday
night at South Gate City Hall.

The City Council was getting around a state law that prohibits mem-
hers from raising their own salary by more than five percent a year by
crealing a new body, in this case the Community Development
Commission.

Continued on 42

‘Commentary: Arrogance of Power

Continued from A1

Actually, the council already had creates the com-
nassion,

On Tuesday night, they were deciding what they
would get paid for serving on this new commission.

They seitled on a nice round figure, $1.600 a month.
That's 519,200 a year, added 1o the $600 or s0 2 month,
they get for being on the City Council, plus a $150-a-
month car allowance

Factor in stipends for the other roles they take on as
elected officials and city councilmembers in South
Gate will now be making about $2,400 a month, or
28,800 a year,

Councilman Hector De La Torre, who opposed cre-
ating the commission, let alone the high pay, pointsd
out that the median household income in South Gate is
less than 530,000 a family.

So the South Gale City Council is paying itself as
much as the average family makes in the city, The dif-
ference is thai the council is supposed io be & part-time
Job and everybody on the council knew that when they
ran for office.

De La Tome and Councilman Henry Gonzalez
opposed the move, as did everyone in the audience
who spoke on the matier,

Did Mayor Raul Moriel, Vice Mayor Xochitl
Ruvalcaba amd Councilwoman Maria Benavides
defend their actions? "

Not at all. The cnly time they spoke on the compen-
sation issue was when they cast their vole,

In fact, they never responded 10 their constituents
once in the three-plus hours this reporter was present at
the meeting.

Moriel and Ruvalcaba occasionally smirked as they
gazed out on the faces of the people they supposedly
represent. But that was it

Even afier De La Torre and Gonzalez said they
would designate their pay 1o a youth scholarship fund

and Boy Scouts and church groups, respectively.

But when a member of the sudience asked Moriel,
Ruvalcaby and Benavides il they would make the same
commilment, thal resident was ipnored.

When the resident kept asking for a response, spe-
cial legal counsel Eduardo Qlivo (that's his designa-
on on the council agenda. but he basically ran the
meeting) told Mayor Moriel to thank the woman for
her comments and ask her 1o sit down,

So much for being responsive 1o your constituents.

Possibly the three council members wouldn't
respond o the public because their ventriloguist/pdp-
peleer wasn't at the meeting.

City Treasurer Albert Robles, long accused by many
City Hall eritics of pulling all the strings, wasn't 2t the
meeting because he is laking classes at a police acade-
my to becomie a reserve police officer

Oh. by the way, the citizens of South Gate are pick-
ing up the police academy tab for Robles, to the tune
of 53,000

The council made sure that won't be & proflem
much longer by changing council meeting dates from
Tuesdays to Mondays, so Robles will be able to cast
his spell at meetings again,

In 28 years of covering city council meetings, |'ve
sezn a lot of arrogant council members. I"ve seen good
people become more snd more arrogant the longer
they siayed in office.

But I've never seen such a display as | saw Tuesday
night. Condit on "Prime Time™ wasn't as armogant as
the South Gate council majority.

Commenting on Condit's performance last week,
political pundits from both parties said he has huart his
chances of being re-clected next year Failing 1o be
honest with constituents is not a good attribute for an
office holder.

One can only hope the voters of South Gate will feel
the same way next time they have the chance.
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paigns against thiee members of iillead I public Service,”

the City Council , _iuﬂmt'-it_'l'l’ tecting Mmgmﬁaﬁwb_
TJ.'I:-i.'EI.I.IH:I Albert. Robles have ,gm;mhg_;ammad. dﬂ&
bees, lavaiched by "didgfuited TR bonest residents of. the, com-
police " officers” and " tommuii(y munity and working to falfill the

m;dmmmpjmmmcmusum
trmoil at City Hall bere, -gmlanfRnhl:aﬂ]l:jnnnnghﬁ

Adding 1o thaf turmoil last” Pack on the citizens.
week: was-the council's,decision - - Emﬂiﬁﬂ‘: Fg y Elm
to fire Police CHief Doug Christ, “by yiters 3 gowhien thes-
with Capt. Robert Todd being Councilman Bill' De™Witt was
named as interirm chief. 7+ 5% recalled, was-sSdirdd ‘of abusing

At the same time, the council ﬂu:ruatufﬂmpm-pltwhﬂe
approved the hiring of Calexico seeking 10 enrich-bersell, ' sup-
Police Chief Tommy Tunson to porting, . Roblea® - Uself-serving™
the controversial - position -of agendi and workirig to- destroy
deputy police chief. o

Resldedt are cireuning el p TR o 2N e

peutons seeking the ouster ‘of
Eobles, .Mayvor - Baul -Moriel, Resident Joe Ruiz, who served

Vice Mayor Xochilt Ruvaleaba ¢ recall notices, h"_ra“”,lh“
and Councilwoman Maria Benn- piumhmg h'll.l.m&u L] tht E"!"

vides, i o, RN T T

lEur:d:udm;tlﬂb:l.humln “>Recall! supporters- have : [10

as city treasurer and nfe:r.r.rtr.ug circulate _petitions

undue infloence on-the Eouncil - :?ﬁum: rures of 20 pn-:nd:m

members being recalled and con- of the mﬁl” gistered voters.

"““‘“!E ':m"l.. - '.:']li_i".?f- Lhr-:rugh ; -]_f.du: ;Iup.:rnl.un]:r:r of signa-
Moriel is lncum:! of-abising - (Ures & obtuined: ind: v

.the trust given him by local vot- DY the county Registrar of Voters

ers, conducting business behind Office, the Ciy Council would
closed doors and-of serving' the ditﬂb:rﬁqmrﬂdéﬁ&;hé-’d’ul:l
necds and desires of Roblas m:u:l _recall'election. 13 -,; e
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Ai.hu m::l ’tlw ‘megting’ ind’ chestrated §
f Ir chll dl.d farward thetn-to  ess Lo fill | pnllm deputy phlui
i . clérk because he was "maybe positionwith's'political ally;
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1h.-u to rise sbove thah:rmd Bes "Humafm-lngnrir.hl.hekgnl
mu, g,hhn the cliligatior s to thé eity,”~ process, with the job of the clerk,
-.F“dl waid, "‘l’mrene’mgntng Whu'lllkaiﬂ': uired to have tus-
2pF "o please everyone in ‘that pnuu;m tody of those papers,” sald Sylvia
: 'ﬂrmnm Fat vl Eeﬂhthhiwmlttwney
Ag Bl 06w 72’ Blancarte said Alva will returs - Polles L Martin Van Lierop aiid
f Lhose thepeﬂllnmln the organizers. *  that if thé two investigators as-
# wm quuﬂpn how they carido that Avalos says the city attorney  signed to the probe find evidence of
~ when meﬂnpmm:hgthzrb:au “snatched™. the documents from wrongdoing, they will forward the
fd\'a ] atr:me:r .Iamal E. Blan- * her and thén left the bullding. Ave- case to the district altomey's affice.
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Police Unions
File Lawsuit

From Steff snd Wire Reparts

SOUTH GATE — The South
Ciate Police Officers Association
and Police Menagement Assoc-
iation have taken their fight with
the City Council here to court.

The two bargaining units for
Police Department employees
filed suir last week 1o bar the city

from hiring a new depury police
chief.

Maywood Police Chief Rick
Lopez is the person the council
wants for the position, but as of
Monday, Loper had not tendesed
his resignativon at Maywood
Ciry Hall.

Prior o filing the suit, the two
EToups requested a grand jury
investigation into what they say
15 musconduct in the selection
process for the deputy chief. The
Eroups also are orying to organ-
ize a recall campaign targeting
Mayor Raul Moriel, Vice Mayar
Xochitl Ruvalcaba and
Councilwoman Maria Benvides
and Ciry resurer Albert Robles.

The two police groups allege
that the depury chief position
was created by the City Council
with the express imtention of
finding & Latine candidage to fill

the jab,

They also say the decision to
create the job and pursue poten-
tial candidates was done in & way
W skirt contracts between the
city and the police union,

Sylvia Kellison, the amomey
for the plaintiffs, said last week
that “the creation of the position,
&5 well as the procedures used to
select an individual to hold the
position, were done in violation
of state law, and violate hoth the
California and the United States
(constitufions), "

The lawsuit alleges the ciry's
actions, if they are allowed to
continue, will “deny (plaintiffs)
promotional opportunities 1o
which they are entitled by con-
tract and will change promotion-
&l procedures "

The cpeation of the position
also deprives the employee
groups “of their lawful statutory
rights under their collective bar-
paining agreement with the city.”
the suit alleges,

The groups also want the court
1o issue an order preventing the
position of deputy chief from
being filled, and they seek anor-
ney fees,
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Officials in South Gate
Quarrel Over Measures

By STEPHANIE CHAVET volerd I8 “a parity issue.”
TIMES ETAFT WRITER De Lz Torre mid eounci] actions

L2  botsterous escalation of prifti- ;u‘“““l:’m"i-mmw
mmm | Fimes staff writer Richard Ma-
that mfuristed police, upeet the cry| ™o contribided to this article
clerk and prompted some ottty io
feer, boo wnd heclle,

the rematsing thres coumell mem- i
bers voted o reinforee state mules
that forbid public emplovess from
palitical campaigring while em the
bty and to ask the ciy's eleciorats
to dramatically reduce the salsry of
the city clerie.

Adding o the ruckus, Mayor
!fthm Moriel, Vice Mayor Eochilt

trvabcaba and Coumellwaman Mar-
ia Benavides, the majority in at-

petithone ut by beaders
of the city's two polics unions, .

The unions and ather are upset
over what they describe as the
city’s “shim" sedection proces of
the next depuly palice chief, who
they believe will be a political ally
o Lhe council majarity,

Two eoumell members, Hector [ie
La Tarre and Herry C. Gonzaber, re-
fused to stay &t the haetily calbed
mpecial meeting. Bafore walking out,
[ La Torre declared that these was
nothing of urgency on the agends
thal couldn™t wait untll Menday's
regular meeting, He said he be-
berved the sesmion vialated the stats
Brown Act's rules on open public
mertings because he did not receive
officis] paperwork on Hme,

Heplicating state laws, the re-

proved ordinances preventing city
employees, including police, from
tampaigming for elections on city
Ume ar while in uniform.

Critics eaid that meilon wag
meant 1o intimidate them and
squelch their free speech as they
launch the recall depve. LL Martin
Var. Liereg, 2 urdon leader, sid the
potice are not opposed to the codes,
st L ip useleas w repest ther,

Moriel mid the timing i pot ted
ia the recall drive but “has been on
our mands for quete some time, =

The council alss acted to put be-
fere the woilers a meanre 1o dramari-
cally redire City Clesk Carmen Ava-
bow' mnkary from sbeet $4,000 & month
Lo $600, wiich is what couneill mem-
bes and the city treasarer earm,

Avules and her supparters said
ihe vote was & retalistory sction
because Avalos defeated the vige
EAYorT's mater in the lagt eleciion.
Moriel denied that, mying thar
puting the pay reducticn before
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South Gate CDUﬂCll Meeting Displays Democracy’s Volatile Side

Eyﬂ;lf‘}l.ﬂtﬂ MARDS]
TIMES STAF] WEITER

The South Gate City Council
meeting opened wilh a warm re-
mark from the Turkish consul gen-
eral. Visiling the southeast Los An-
geles Counly cily to receive a
proclamation for “Turkey Republic
Day,” he returned the compliment
in accented English

"It is & great honor,” said Aykut
Berk, “lo see how democracy
workd in Lhis great democracy,”

He didn't stick arownd, but
maybe he should have: Depending
on wWho witnessed it, what ensued
during the boisterous four-hour
meeling Monday night ‘was either
democracy in action or democracy
hopelessly broken down.,

"I kept waiting for Jerry
Springer Lo come on,” &xid & frus-
trated Alvare HOwrE, S Gommunity
activist, He waited four hours to
speak bul never pol & chance,

With hundreds walching two
unkong serve voler recall petitions
against the City Council majority,
ihe meeling degenerated into cat-
calls, thunderous ovations and wild
jeers. Each time one councilwoman
spoke, regidents meoeed.

Protesters waved signs Baying,
"Blop the Corruption.” One senior
citizen, Shirley Bobrick, accused
Mayor Hauwl Moriel of making a lace
al her: “You make me gick,” she
Eald.

™

p-m. afler Cily Atly. Salvador Alva
left the chamber with the recall e
Lition papers. Cily Clerk Carmen
Avalos promplly prolested, saying
the papera should be lelt with her,
the city’s top election afficial. She
filed a police report alleging thefL.
Triggering the ruckus was Lhe
ongaing feud between Lhe unions—
the Police Management Assn. and
Police Officers Asgn.—and the
three-member council majority
over who ghould be the city's next
deputy police chief. The undons gay
City Treasurer Albert Robles and
his council allies engineered a
sham process aimed al giving the

job to Maywood Police Chiel Rick
Lopesz,

But after Monday night, even
Lopez is having second thoughis.

“They're sell-imploding,” he eaid
of South Gale's governmeni,
“Thal's the feeling T gel | don’t
know If it's going Lo be worlh the
headache.”

Emotions Boil
Over at Meeting

South Gate, a working-class,
overwhelmingly Latino city, has al-
ways been home Lo volalile poli-
licking. It is & place where cam-
paign mailers falsely accuse
candidales of being child molesters
or drunks, and where council mem-
bers have been escorted to their
cars afler meetings.

Monday's meeting rocketed off the
charle,

Joined by hundreds of olhers
¥Oacing an assoriment of gripes, po-
lice and their supporters waved
kigns saying, “Albert Robles The
party is over,” and grumbled when
the mayor ordered the aigles
cleared in Lhe 140-person-capacity,
woad-paneled chamber,

Obwviouely aware of South Gate's
repulation for unruliness, Moriel
warned residents nol Lo disrupt the
proceedings and ordered Police
Chief Douglas Christ to make nei-
dent reports when necessary. Oaly
minutes into the meeting, Moriel
announced that his son, an attor-
ney, had been named Lo the city's
Falice Commission, setting off Lhe
hecklers

With a smash of the gavel, Mor-
lel ordered a 15-minule recess.

“Wher the council returned, the
reddents tumed on Councilwoman
Maria Benavides, who rarely speaks
#l meelings aside from saying “yes™
ar “no” in a quiet voice. Afler an al-
modt inaudible “po" from Benaw-
Ides, the laughter and mimicking be-
gan: “Meow . . . meow, .

Anolher glvel ln'mh .H.rml.her
1&-minute recesa,

Then the main event. The police
union’s atlorney, Sylvia Kellison,
look Lhe microphone and gave an
emaolional speech alleging earrup-
Lion in the depuly chiel selectlon
process. The unions had evidence,

prompling @ round of “oohhhs”
from the crowd. When she fin
ished, the place exploded with ap-
plause. Even uniformed police offi-
cers guarding Lhe dais clapped

"Fifteen-minule recess”

mayor ardered.

Whereabouts of
Petition Papers

In all, Moriel ordered six 15-min-
Ule recesses, enraging residents,
many of Lhem senior citizens wor-
ried aboul getling Laxi rides home

"Sil In your seals . . . lgten o
them [residents] and earn your
pay,” said Mildred Ward when she
took her turn at the lectern.

Then resident Araceli Damin
guez look the microphone and
started pressing officials sbout the
whereabiouts of the petition papers
They were supposed to be [iled
With the clerk, she said, and de
manded Lo know why the city ai-
torney had taken them.

“Mayor. Do gomething,” she gaid

Moriel said he would look inta it,
triggering more complaints from

Lhe

redidents demanding immediate sc-
tion.
"HNow!” they yelled. "Now!

MNow!™

Moriel ordered the meeting ad-
journed and, over Lhe objections of
City Clerk Avalos, scheduled a gpe-
cial sesgion Friday

Moriel's critics comnlained 1hae

Crilics who were mensly exp
Lhewr views. I dudn’l gee any
Lhat was oul of the ardinary
Councilman Hector De La Tor

Moriel esid Tuesday that ©
struggled lately Lo keep ors
meetings. He said that his int
nil Lo deny people their rig
speak bull thal sometimes “dr.
sleps have Lo be laken

"What can | do when | b,
crowid Lhat reluses o cor
themseives in an orderly man
he asked. “They are wvociie
They yell, they scream, they
taunt, insull, embarrass. ['m
acking lor comman courlesy
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Officials in South Gate
Quarrel Over Measures

STEPHAMIE CHA VET YOLEFS if "3 parity isnue "
Eplﬂ:ll-'l'ml'tnu D La Tarre wiid counell acticns
s sscalation of o L “fake iswaes” and 2 ploy Lo de-
'I‘.ﬂlnﬂ;h'hng in South Gats, qu‘r [bﬂtlllmlmmmﬂl]jﬂmi
Counc] enacted megmes , Pimed staff writer Bickard Wa.
ummm tgpeet the city| ol comiributed o this ortiele

1]

007 T HIAWAAON "AVGIEG

duhmdntmmmﬂuunm'

Jeer, boo and heckle. I
lhnmmmmmprm
-the remaining three councl] mems-
bert voted Lo reinfarce state rules
that farbid public emplovees from
political campaigring while o the
job wnd 1o ask the cSty's electorats
mdr::rmu;rmﬂnmu;qf
e city eleric. -
Adding to the ruckus, Mayor
Banl Morlel, Vies Mayor Xochilt
Favaicata snd Couneliemmen Mar-
s Benwvides, the majority i gl
beniance, were served with recal]
petitions &l the meeting by leadery
of the ety two palice urlons, :
The unions and other are upset
over whal they describe as the
CliF's “sham™ sefection process of
the nexi deputy palice chief, who
they believe wil a pofitical ally

of the conmcll majority.
Tweo counel]l members, Hector e
La Torre imd Henry C. e

Critics said thei action was
Beant to intimidate them ang
rquelch their free speech ag they
bnmeh the recall drbve, Le Martip
Van Lierop, & union leader, sid the
palice sre not opposed to the codes,
b [ i usebess to repest Ehem,

Moriel gid the timing is pot Ged
o the recall drive bt “has been on
G minds for quile some tisme "

The councdl aleo weted to P e
fore the volers & meanme to dramats.
cally reduce City Clerk Carmen Ave-
ki’ mlary from bout §4,000 8 menik
bo $E00, whick i what coumed] mers-
beTs and the city treasn e sarn.

Avales and her supporters said
Lbe voie was a retallatory eeticn
because Avalos defeated the vice
MAFCTH's Erter in Lhe Lar eloction.
Moriel denied thgr, maying thai
Putlng the pay reduction befors
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Dice que es represalia politica; incendio deja 25 mil délares en dafios

Marlli Meza

Heporiern de La (pisiin

OU'TH GATE — El nepocio de un ac-
S livista y ex candidato al Concejo Mu-
nicipal de eita ciudad fise blames de
bombas caserds, por sa participacitn —di
i fl— en un movimienta de destifacidn
dnira tes concepales que forman k. maye-
34 en ¢l gobierno municipsal
Dos coclebes molotow foeron lanzados la
madrigada ded hines en el negocio de plo
merla de Joseph Buiz, destruyendo coem
pletamente una camioneta van ¥ dafiando
parcialmente otros dios whiculos, dije Gre
gory Fasgqua, investigador de la Unidad de
Incendios Premeditados del Departamento
de Bomiberes de Los Angeles
Otra bomiba que fue aventada a la puar-
la de ka oficina del homieble explots, pera

e casd fuege”, agregh Pasqua

El s estd shendn brvestigads comn ncen
i intemchonal ¥, de soerds & nwstigador
& ha aonsidersdo 8 “variog stepoechoem™, pe
oo m ha sefialsto 8 nadie moegeciio

Ruiz, quien ha infentado en tres ocasio
s EAnEr un puesio en ¢l Concejo, allrmd
que el stentado que sufrld fue mativads
por 3u pariicipacitm politica en los asun
fo% de la ciudad

“Tengo mds de 2 afics viviendo y traba
jardo en la chadad y considero que ba dnies
que quieren hacerme dafo son mis ememi-
gos politiens™, dijo Rulz

Hace un mes, Rulz presemid bos docusmen
0% que bascan la destituci®n de jos ires con
cejales que forman s mayoris &n el Conenjo
¥ de Alberi Robles, el tesorers de a chudad

"Es una formma de infimddarene porguos pre
senté lot papeles de destitecitn®, dipo Buiz

b quisren que dé Informaciin a la com
nidad de lns cosas que pasan en esta cludsd”
Las autoridades dijeron que el incendio
atn esta slendo Investigado y sfadleron
mue ks dafos ascienden | 25 mi dblares
3l bos alegaios de Rulz resaltan veridicos,
serlan suliclentes para que explotara oira

escindalo polltico en la ciudad, ks cual es-

1 slendo investigada por un Gran Jarade
por presunta corrupeltn politliea

El atentado contra el negoclo de Rulz no
&3 ach nueva de viclencla en South Gade
En abril de 1299, &l concejal Henry Gonzs-
bez, entonces alcalde de b cladad, recihit o
dizpara en ks cabega cuando Degaba a su o3
= despisés de una pesion del Coneejo

Lrorsiler. o primer latinog elecio en South
G, sobrevivit al atagie, ol cual fue hecho
2 quemarrapa, pero hasta |a fecha ol caso
air no ha sido resuelio

: " wwwlaopinlon.com/cludad, eﬂ_l_}\
Lanzan bombas caseras a negocio de activist:

LEMLED FLRER » L Mipir
Daftos, Joseph Biels obserog uno de s wehlrilos gue fiar defdeda durar
un ‘incendio intencional’ en sy Aepocio de plomeria
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Buscan destituir a tres concejales

Grupo de residentes los acusa de abusos o

indiferencia; tamblén intentan remover al tesorero de
la cludad

Marild Meza
Reportera de La Opinién

SOUTH GATE .- La controversial coniratacion del subjafe del
Cepartamento de la Policla de South Gale (SGPD) desatd un
nuevo eéscindalo en esta ciudad. en donde ahora vanos
residentes piden la destitucion de los fres concajales qua
farman la mayorla en el Ayuntamiento

-a5 PErsonas que encabezan el movimienio dicen estar
=ansadas de los “abusos y la indiferencia de los concejales,
JURENEs NG representan ios intereses de iy comunidad®, y
sresantaron al lunes —durante la reunidn del Concajo— una
»2licion para destitur al alcalde Raul Monal ¥ @ las concejales
tochitl Ruvalcaba y Maria Benavides.

“ambién buscan W destitucién del tesorano de la ciudad, Albert
lobles,

Estamos cansados de estos mnnl}alu'quu no saban lo gue
stan haciendo®, expresd Sam Echols, guien as pare dal
amilé que encabaza el movimiento de destitucidn,

l enoge de estos residentes aumento al final de la reunidn
Jando Sakvador Alva, absgado de la cludad, salit del saldn de
250ones Bevandoss los documenios orngnakes oa la paticidn

* destitucion de los funcionarios, lo que provoch que la
Ferelana de la ciudad presentars un repone pokcal por robo

0% decumentos ongmnales benen Que ser entregados a
'Solros y. durante la junta, el abogado me los arrebatd v se
&" dijo Carmen Avalog, secretana de ig cudad

James E. Blancarts, representants del abogado de la ciudad
dijo gue las personas que presantaron la peticién da destitucién
equivocadamants ke dieron los documentos a Alva, pero que
les seran devusios a ka parsona gue s& los dio, con copa a la
Secrataria de |a ciudad,

El actual escandalo que enfrenta South Gate proviene de la
contratacién del ex jefe de la policla de Maywood, Rick Lopez,
como &l nuevo subjefe del SGPD.

i santan o los policlas de esta ciudad
I}ipm‘ Tﬁlr:{::?;t:umdn da Lipaz lp:llah.l premeditada antes
de abrir el puesto. Por ello solictaron que un Gran Jurado
invastigue & varos concejales por supuesta violacidn del
proceso de seleccidn y, ademds, plderon ayer 8 un magistrado
ka suspansiin de la contratacidn de Lopez.

El juez negd la peticidn de los sindicalos, pero les ctorgd una
audiencia en noviembre, dijo sl tenients Vincend Avila, del
SGPD.

"Los concajales no quieren dejar las promociones dentro dal

mismo departaments de palicla ¥ guieren garle los trabajos a
sus amigos®, dijo Aracali Dominguez, una residente de South
Gate que tamiién es pane del comité de destiucian.

Sin embargo. Mone! dijo que el Concejo no tuvo nada que ver
en la contratacidn del subjefe ya que "ésa es tarea del
administrador de la ciudad®,

Ruvalcaba y Benavides no regresaron las lamadas hechas por
La Opinién a sus oficinas.

El grupo dé residentes pide la deslfucidn de los concejales
mencionados pamue, supuestamente, faltaron a la confianza
del pueblo cuando se& aumentaron 1,600 dolares a su salario.
porgue dicen qua no prestan alencion a las peticiones de la
comunidad y porgue, presuntaments, s& han dejado manipular
por el iesoremn de & ciudad,

Algunos policlas afirman que la contratacién del nuevo subjefe
es por influsncia de Robles. quien pretende en un futuro
obltener un puesto an dicho depanamaento y que con ese
objativo ingresd a la Academia de Policla.

¥

For su parte, Robles dijo que su interés en la academia es
pOrgLE quiene ser un policla en resarva para prestar su Sanicio
gratuitamanis

*Si s contratd a alguken de afuera es pomue hay un histonal
BN ese depanamento, no hay jefes gue representen a la
comunidad y que vivan en la cludad®. dijo Robiles.
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ilecall, probes in South Gate

Council: Police official’s
hiring is focus of lawsuit.

he South Gate City Couneil majority
made & series of highly question-
able decikions in recent menths, in
lock-step, while offering little or no public
comment or explanation. Requests for clar-
ification, bath from residents of the 88,000
population city and the press, have been
routinely evaded.

Those officials — Mayor Haul Moriel,
Viee Mayor Xochilt Ruvaleaba and
Councilwoman Maria Benavides — along
with City Treasurer Albert Robles, will now
have to answer for those decisions. One
way or another.

A recall effort against the four elected
officials was initisted this week, as the
city’s two police unions filed a lawsuit to
block a recent action and requested B grand
jury investigetion into alleged corruption,
fraud, misuse of ci funds, and violations
of state and federal law.

A backlash agminst the council majority
— and Robles, a former mayor who is wide-
ly seen as influencing their decisions — has
been brewing for some time,

It began in February with what I.f]l!!.l‘!l‘i
ucoeas-

" to be a politically motivated {and

ful) coup to oust the former city manager
and city attorney. Dissatisfaction ETEW EIp-
nificantly last summer as the council
majority voted to triple council salaries in &
dubious plan that seemed to flout state law.

The four officials went too far, apparent-
ly, with & decigion to hire a deputy police |
chiel after a hiring process critics have
blasted as eorrupt.

Aceording to the city's police unions, the
eouncil majority and Robles violated proper

proced

and federal laws by hiring Maywood Police
Chief Rick Lopez as South Gate's deputy
chief. At no other time in the department's
history has an outsider been hired, or even
considered, for & top palice job.

The. unions further allege thet Lopes’
hiring ie part of a scheme to install
Robles as u police officer, and eventually,
to & high- ing position in the depart-
ment. ‘Hobles is attending the Fullerton |
Folice Academy on & grant from the city
of South Gate.

Like we said, questionable decisions —
made, like the others, with few public
words. Numerous phone calls from this
office seeking comment, on this and other
issues mentioned, have not been returned.
* The unions on Monday ssked the Los
Angeles County grand jury for an inveati-
gation into Loper’ hiring and other alleged
corruption. A recall effort, led by several
union members and residents, was begun.
On Wednesday, the unions filed a laweuit
attempting to block Lopez’ hiring.

These four officials apparently haven't
felt & need & answer to their con-
stituents. If they do not provide those
answers, they may soon find themselves
without any constituents.
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South Gate
Police Seek
Recall of
Officials

By RICHARD MAROS]
TIME] STAFF WRITER

South Gate's police unions
launched a voter recall
Monday against the City Couneil
majority in a battle over the next
deputy chief,

The loog-brewing issue esca-
lated at the council meeting, where
hundreds crowded the chambers as
Mayor Raul Moriel, Vice Mayor
Xochilt Ruvaleaba and council
member Maria Benavides were pre-
sented with recall papers. Union af-
ficials said they also will serve city
Treasurer Albert FRobles, who
wasn L at the mesting, with & recall
notice.

The unions must now collect wg-
natures on petitions befors a recall
viote would be held

Histarieally, the police chisf has
chosen his deputy from within the
palice ranks. This time, however,
officials hired two executive search
firms to consider candidates from

outside r.irdep:r;mm_:_

On Monday night, the council
named Rick Lopes, police chief of
Maywoad, 1o the post,

The South Gate police uniong
claim that the eouncil majosity en-
gneered & "sham” selection proc-
es8 aimed at giving what they eall
an unqualified candidate the poai-
ton. They fear the new deputy
chief will help Kables become & po-
lice officer and eventually attain »
high-ranking position, possibly
chief

“He wants to become a police-
man, and he needs somebody on
the inside to bring him (o sxid Al
Lopez, president of the Palice O8f-
CETE ABST,

Robles, a former mayor of the
warking-ciass city in southeast Log
Angeles Coumnty, is taking classes
at a police academy. But earlier
Menday he denied playing any role
in the hiring process,

The unione on Monday asked the
Los Angeles County Grand Jury o
investgate the selecton proceas,

“How can a corrupt. process ever
come up with anything but & cor-
rupt candidate™ asked Sybria Kel-
linan, the attorney for the Police
Oificers Ansn. and the Police Man-
Egement Asen,

No outsider has ever been se-
lected to the top ranks of the 97-
member palice foree.

He aid in a telephone interview
that ke is qualified for the Sauth
Gate job and would not be be-
helden to the coumel,
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| Council
Meetings
Turn Into
Frenzied
Affairs

South Gate: Officials call
it chaos; their vocal foes
cite free speech. Police
dispute was the spark.

By RICHARD MARDS]
TIMEE STAFF WRITER

When audience memibers at 2 re
cent South Gate City Council meet-
ing were ordered to stop meowing
every Lme o councibwoman spake,
they changed tactics.

At the next mesting, they sat -
lenthy bnnt warved Placards reading,
"Meow-Meow-Meaw. "

City officials are now barking
sack.

Baying unruly behavior at coin-
cil meetinge digrupts civie affairs
and barders at times on Hot condi-
tons, te officials liymched & cam-
PHLIET W atap it

First, they stationed private se-
Curity guards at Monday's meeting
o muintein apder and directed off-
duty palice afficers in attendance
nol o carry Lheir weapans into the
caunc] ehammbers.

Then Palice Chief Douglas

« Chrigt was fired for allegedly fail-

ing to control “renegade™ aff-duty
olfieers attending the i
Council meetings, in Soutk Gate

launck a recall drive lagt month
aguinst thres cound] members and
the city treamirer,

From the wood benches in the
jammed chamber, scares of spects-
tors jeer, ftomp their feet and twirl
handeuffs st afficials they hope will
#oon be ndicted, Otherg believing
that City Treasurer Albert Fobles
pulls the sirings at City Hall, taunt
members by dangling dancing
manoneties,

Police and thetr supparters call
the sudience conduct free ipeech
aimed at a coumeil majarity bent on
destroying the police foree.

But city officials call i chaog,

“The orderly conduct of the
city's business has fallen victim to
the renegade behavior of 3 few
rogue police officess who have be-
haved in an exceedingly unprofes-
Eional manner,” said former City
Manager Sam Nasgar In & prepared
miabemeni,

Council eritics soumter that offi-
cials exaggerate the impact of Lhe
medwing, cheering and puppets.
They also say meetings are regu-
larty cut ghart by the mayar to gtl-
fle legitimate dissent.

"It's a sham; that's all it ig," gaid
Henry Gonzalez, o pro-police foun-

Please see COUNCIL, B12
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COUNCIL: Meetings Called Both
Chaotic, Exercise of Free Speech

Continued from K]

cilman. “To me, it's a form of in-
lmidation o keep people fraom ex-
pressing their opinion under the
law.”

Last week, City Hall seemed to
be in meltdown mede. Finng the
pabice chisf turned out to be one of
Nassar's final acts as manager, He
resigned Monday, Development
Services Director Margo Whealer
alzo resigned,

Both said through a city Epalces-
woman that their decisions had
nothing w do with the current
power struggle. But many people
believe the two were fed up with
the tumult at City Hall.

Police Unions Object to
Council’s Hiring Policy

The controversy was triggered
by a seemingly innocuous issue:
the selection of the next deputy po-
lice chief. The council majority
wanted to break with tradiven and
hure someone from outside the §7-
member force. The two police
uniens objecied, aleging palitical
EFONyism.

What started as a pobice revalt,
however, has attracted people com-
munitywide wha say the selection
process i just the latest example of
corruption by Hobles and his cous-
il allies: Mayor Raul Moriel, Vice
Mayor Xochilt Ruvalcaba and
Councilwoman Maria Benavides,

The stakes are high: After the
urione helped launch the recall
campaign. Massar suggested that
the city might dishand the police
farce and contract with the Los An-
geles County Shenff's Department.

With tengion escalating by the
day, the 14{-person-capacity coun-
cil chamber fills to bursting at ev-
ery mesting, Burly aff; officers
it ahaulder to Mﬂd:ﬁh BETLIOT
citizens. In the hallways, spillover
crowds listen 1o &ra.
Latino residents mudphmmr
to bear Spanish translations of the
oflen-raucous p i

Councilmen Gonzaler and Hec-
tor De La Torre often mingle with
dudience members, the vast major-
Ity of whom are pro-police, The
council majority members, hew-
ever, rarely step bevond the date,

Treasurer Robles, the target of
much of the protests, hasn't besn
Been 3l & meeting in wesks He was
oot avallable for comment,

Like most eities, South Gate has
strict rules of decorum for meet-
ings, but Mayor Morel and Chrigt,
the former police chief, often dif-
fered over how to enforce them,

Moriel hag the right to remove
peaple from meetings, but his pow-
ers are effective only if his
eergeant-at-armas, the chief, follows
hizs directions,

The rules state that audisnce
members cannot uee obscene or
abusive language, and cannot dis-

rupt the proceedings. But what
constifutes a disruption?

When spectators started meow-
ing at Councilwoman Benawvides,
who epeaks in a quiet, cat-like
voice, the mayor silenced them,

They responded by bringing the
“meow” gigne the next week, Now
Moriel |s congidering banning
Kigns, saying the placards block the
views of sudience members, |

Christ once required that sticks
be removed from signs after andi-
ence members used them as floor-
banging nodsemakers,

He also eleared people from the
narrow alsles bning the chamber,

But often Christ didn't follow
Moriel's requests Lo remove people
yelling ar making faces, noting that
the rules require the mayor to first
Five warnings.

Security Guards Search
Spectators at Meeting

In fact, Moriel often didn't grve
warnings. But the mayar said it was
because m many cases he couldn't
pinpoint the culprits, During one
meeting that degenerated into &
wild ghouting mateh, he practically
pleaded with Christ.

"You have to stay on top of this,
chief," bhe sald shortly before
abruptly ending the meeting with a
smash of his gavel. .

The issue came to & head Mon-
day when the six security guards,

dreased in dark suits, searched wisi-
lore to the council chamber with
hand-held metal detectors,

According to Mariel, the security
Learn was brought in by then-City
Manager Nassar, He asked Christ
to cooperate with the guards, Mor-
iel sald, but Christ declined and
walked out with five officers. The
next day, Nassar fired the chief,

And the council mesting? It
never happened. Sensing that peo-
ple were on edge, Moriel called it
of ] before it even started

"1 really think the crowd was ex-
ceptonally volatile,” he said. I
eouild see there was a ot of il will, a
lot of anger in the erowd, | was
fearful, really fearful for & riot.”

Moriel said he expects the gtua-
ton to calm down now that Christ
has been replaced by a department
veteran, Hoberi Todd.

He said the new deputy chief,
former Calexrico Pollee Chief
Tommy Tunson, will also help
soothe tensions.

But police and their supparters
doubt that. They predict more
rowdy turnouts until the council
majority is ousted. And if guards
thow up again, the crowd resction
could be wilder than ever.

“1 imagine they're gaing to have
Lo escort people out i they bring in
those goons,” said longtime resi-
dent Marilyn Echols. “People are
fed up. They don't want thess pep-
ple on the council anymore.”
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Secretary of State Bill Jones

Legal Affairs Unit

William P. Wood, Chief Counsel
To: Kris Heffron From: Wikam Wood 3

Fasx  552-029-4750 Pagas: 10
Prhaars Date: February 20, 2002
Re:  SOUTH GATE COUNCIL TS cC:  [Click here and type name]

Urgent For Review Plcase Comment Please Reply O Pleasa Rocyclo
#* Commeonts:
Knis:
This is the draft of the tranacript of the South Gate City Councdl meeting on Fabruary 11. Hem 16 was 1o
consider rainstating the alacted City Clerk 1o act as the city's election official. The motion to do so falled.
Note the discussion at the and of pege B by Councilmember De La Tome and the response on page 7
of tha City Attorney Mr. Alva regarding the conversations he had with Julia Sylvia about her conlacts
with your office, Conny apparently.
Flease call me at 816-853-T635 if you have any comments. Your initial ones were on the mark.

P. Wood
Chief Counsel
Confidential Attorney-Client

Communication
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ITEM #16
THE CITY COUNCIL CONBIDER THE REINSTATEMENT OF THE CITY CLERK'E ELECTIONBE
DUTIES
MAYOR: BETAFF REPORT

UNKNOWN: AS COMPLETE AS PRESENTHD
MAYOR: ALL PIGET THERE WERE NO SLIPS ADMITTED FOR THIS ITEM.

DE LA TORRES: (UNITELLIGIBLE) ADDRESS THAT ERIEFLY UH, THE MATTER WAS
PUT ON THE AGENDA IN ORDER TO REVISIT THE STATUS OF THE CITY CLERK PURSUANT
TO THE ACTION THAT WAS TAKEN BY THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER. THE ELECTION CODE
11201, AT THE TIME THE CITY COUNCIL TOOK THAT ACTION... ACTUALLY LET ME BACK
THE STATUTE FROVIDES THAT IF THE CITY CLERK 18 SUBJECT TO A RECALL THEN HER
ELECTION DUTIES MAY BE REMOVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL IN CONNECTION WITH THAT
RECALL, THAT WAS DONE FREVIOUSLY AND THE MATTER WAS PUT BACK ON THE
AGENDA TO UH, VISIT THE STATUS OF THE CITY CLERKS OR THE YOU ENOW RECALL
AGATNST THE CITY CLERK. MY UNDERSTANDING AT THAT TIME I WAS ADVISED THAT
THE NOTICE OF INTENT THAT WAS BEING CIRCULATED AGAINST THE ... ACTUALLY THE
NOTICE OF INTENT HAD BEEN INVALIDATED BY THE CITY ELECTIONS OFFICIAL AT THIS
TDVE 50 THE MATTER WAS PUT ON THE AGENDA THERE WAS NO SUCH RECALL AGATNST
THE CTTY CLERK 80 THAT ELECTION CODE SECTION WOULD NOT THEREFORE BE
APFPLICABLE. I WILL JUST FOR THE RECORD PUT OUT THAT THERE IS AN ORDINANCE
THAT HAS HAD A SECOND READING AND UNDER THAT ORDINANCE THE CITY IS
AMENDING MUNICIPAL CODE AWND THE ELECTIONS CODE DUTIES ARE OB ELECTIONS
OFFICIAL DUTIES ARE BEING DELEGATED TO AN INTERIM CITY CLERE/ELECTIONS
OFFICIAL, BUT THAT DOES NOT TAKE EFFECT UNTIL FEBRUARY 21, 2002, 0 THAT'S THE
GENERAL BACKGROUND OF THIS. I HAVE BEEN ADVISED TODAY THAT AND SOMEONE
CAN CORRECT ME IF I'M WRONG THAT THERE WAS A NOTICE OF INTENT FILED AGAINST
THE CITY CLERE BUT I'M NOT CERTATN OF THAT.

MAYOR: CITY CLERK?
DE LA TORRES: THAT'S CORRECT.
MAYOR: CITY CLERE IS NODDING YES.

CTTY CLERK: YES, THAT'S CORRECT I THINK IT WAS FILED AROUND, NEAR 5:00 THIS
AFTERNOON, IN ADDITION TO BOTH COUNCILMEMBER HECTOR DE LA TORRE AND
COUNCILMEMEER. GONZALES AND [F ] MAY CORRECT THE RECORD, I FIND IT VERY
INTERESTING THAT ARE INTERIM/ELECTION OFFICIAL WOULD REJECT INTENTION OR
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO RECALL. TECHNICALLY SPEAKING IT WAS NULL AND VOID
BACK IN JANUARY, EARLY JANUARY. 80 ] WOULD FIND IT INTERESTING THAT FOR S0ME
RHASON NEITHER ONE OF THE ATTORNEYS HERE SEEM TO HAVE CAUGHT THAT.

MAYOR: THANK YOU, CITY ATTORNEY, CITY ATTORNEY.

CITY ATTORNEY: WELL THE BOTTOM LINE IS UH, IF THAT IS CORRECT THEN WE ARE
¥ THE SAME FLACE WE WERE WHEN THIS MATTER WAS UE... OR BEFORE THIS MATTER
WaS FUT ON THE AGENDA.

DE LA TOREE: ME. MAYOR

MAYOR.: YES.

0



DE LA TORRES: REQUESTED THAT THIS ITEM BE PUT ON THE AGENDA AND [T'5
INTERESTING THIS AGENDA BILL DORSN'T REFLECT THAT AT ALL. 1 TOLD THE CITY
MAMNAGER, | TOLD MR OLIVO AND | TALEED TO VERONICA ABOUT THIS, AND IT'S
INTERESTING IT DOESN*T REFLECT MY NAME ON IT AT ALL, WHEN THE VICE MAYOR
AND YOURSELF ASKS FOR SOMETHING IT'S IN BIG BOLD LETTERS, YOU ENOW OF
EVERYONE TO SEE, YOU GUYS ARE EVEN LISTED AS DEPARTMENT HEADS,
OCASSIONALLY. UH, BUT WHEN I ASK EOR SOMETHING IT MYBTERIOUSLY DOESN'T
MAXKE THE AGENDA BILL. UM, I FUT THIS ON THE AGENDA AT THE REQUEST OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE. I §POEE TO THEM LAST WEEK THEY RECEIVED THE
LETTER FROM MS, SILVA TELLING THEM THAT THE RECALL AGAINST THE CITY CLERK
UH, AND MYSELF AND HENEY, BUT WE DON'T MATTER, IT'S THE CITY CLERK THAT
MATTERS. UH, HAD HAPPENED AND THAT UH, UH, THEY BAID WELL, IF S8HE'S NOT BEING
RECALL THEN SHE SHOULD BE ABLE TO FERFORM HER DUTIES BECAUSE THE ONLY CODE
SECTION PERTAINING TO THIE TO TAKE THE POWERS AWAY FROM THE CITY CLERK IS IN
REGARDE TO A RECALL, 50 REQUESTED THAT IT BE PUT ON A LOW AND BEHOLD
TODAY AT 5:00 ALL THREE OF US GET SERVED WITH RECALL PAPERS AGAIN, IT'S
AMAZING COINCIDENCE ISN'T, | WANT TO TAKE A STEP FURTHER THOUGH, BECAUSE 1
THINK 1T IS STILL BEYOND THE PALE THAT THIS COUNCIL WOULD TAEE THE AUTHORITY
OF THE CITY CLERK AWAY FROM HER. ON ALL OF THE RECALLS THAT ARE TAKING
PLACE. 1 CAN UNDERSTAND SAYING SOMERQDY BLSE NEREDS TO OVERSEE THE RECALL
AGAINET HER, BUT THERE'S NOTHING THAT WOULD FREVENT HER FROM EXERCISING
HER AUTHORITY PROPERLY IN THE RECALLS OF THE FIVE OF US AND ME. ROELES,
THERE'E NOTHING THAT SHOULD FREVENT HER FROM FERFORMING HER FUNCTIONE
AND THAT WAY. UH, 80 1 THINK IT STILL VERY APPROPRIATE WITH A SLIGHT
AMENDMENT TO GIVE THE CITY CLERE. EER AUTHORITY BACK BECAUSE AFTER ALL SHE
18 BEING RECALLED, BUT TI{ERE'S WHOLE BUNCH OF OTHER PEOPLE BEING RECALLED
TO AND SHE SHOULD BE ABLE TO FERFORM HER FUNCTIONE AS LAID OUT IN STATE LAW.
UH, AS LONG AS SHE CAN DO THAT AND UH, 80 [ WOULD MAKE A MOTION TO REINETATE
THR CTTY CLERK & BLECTION OFFICIAL DUTIES IN EVERY ELECTION, IN EVERY RECALL
EXCEPT HER OWN.

MAYOR: ROLYL CALL.

GONZALES: YEAH, AS STATED HEREOF AND LET ME JUST BAY THAT UH, THAT JULLA
SILVA WIHO IS THE INTERIM CITY CLERE AS WHO IS KIND OF MY RECALL OR MY
ATTEMPT TO RECALL AND U, I RECEIVED A LETTER FROM HER UH, SEAYING THAT UH,
INFORMING ME OF THAT IN HER OFINTON THE RECALL AGAINST ME WAS VOID. SHE WAS
NOTIFIYING THE (UNINTELLIGHLE) BUT THAT [ HAD TO COMPLY WITH THE
REQUIREMENTSE WITH THE CALIFORNIA ELECTION CODE, 1 REDUCE TO WHITING AND UH,
EHE HAD CALLED ME AND I ALSO LEFT A MESSAGE WITH HER BECA SHE WASN'T IV
HER OFFICE AND UH, SHE SAID THAT HAD FILED ON JANUARY THE AND | INFORMED
HER I SAID THAT UH, THAT I WAS PRESENTED WITH PAPERS ON THE 17 BY ME.
ERNESTOR FROM mnmw&ammrsmwms ON THE 17™. THEY IN TURNED
FILED ON DECEMRBER THR 20, DECEMBER THE 177 [§ WHEN THEY SERVED ME AND ON
DECEMBER THE 20™ THEY FILED, WHICH WAS A FRIDAY AND [ HAD CHECKED THAT DAY
AND THEY HADN'T FILED S0 I EAID WELL, WHAT THEY'LL DO IS THAT THEY WILL FILE
FIGHT AT ... BEFORE THE DEADLINE AND THEY THINE I'LL FORGET AND THEY GO TO
SEVEN DAY LAPSE BECAUSE THE CITY HALL IS CLOSED AND THEY'LL GET MR. WELL T
CALLED LATER ON RIGHT BEFORE 5:00 AND SURE ENOUGH RIGHT BEFORE THE DREADLINE
THEY HAD FILED 80 WHAT I DID I WENT DOWN TO THE POST OFFICE THE NEXT DAY AND
FILED A LATTER ON REGISTER MAIL RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED IN COMPLIANCE WITH
THE CALIFORNIA ELECTION CODE. IT SAYS THAT YOU HAVE TO REPLY IN SEVEN DAYS
IN PERSON OR BY CERTIFIED MAIL AND I DID IT ON THE 21%7 I MAILED IT TO THE
PROPONENTS ON THE BELENA LEYVA SHE RECEIVED THAT ON THE 24™ OF DECEMBER
AND SIGNED FOR IT AN RETURNED THE CARD TO ME. THE CITY CLERK'S OFFICE WAS
CLOSED, THEY PICEED IT UP ON JANUARY 20 0 | HAD TO INCLUDE IN IT ALL KINDS OF
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EXJBRITS COFY OF CERTIFIED NUMBERS THE FEE [ FAID THE US POSTAL NUMBER ON IT
THE DATE AND I HAD ABQUT SIX EXHIBITS ON IT JUST LIKE WRITING A BRIEF AND SHE
CALLS ME AND SHE SAYH OH, I WAS UNAWARE THAT CITY HALL WAS CLOSED. I SAID
“YOU KNOW ME. BILVA YOU ARE SUPPOSE TO BE AN ELECTED OFFICIAL AND YOU
SHOULD ENOW THINGS LIKE THIS BECAUSE YOU COULD REALLY BE MAKING A
DECISION AND IT WOULD BE ERRONROUS LIKE IT IE IN THIE ONE AND COULD REALLY
CAUSE ALOT OF PROBLEME DOWN THE ROAD AND YOU OUGHT TO LOOE AT
EVERYTHING" AND I SAID "I WANT YOU TO CORRECT THE RECORD AND UH, WRITE
ANOTHEE LETTER SAYING THAT I DID MEET THE QUALIFICATIONE CAUSE I DID™, SHE
CALLED ME UH, ON THE PHONE AND I GOT IT THIS MORNING 50 I RETURNED THE CALL
TO HER AND THEY TOLD ME SHE WAS BUEY AND SHE WAS GOING TO A FUNDRAISER.
AND 1 JUST TOLD THEM THAT SHE HAD CALLED ME AND SAID WHETHEER. OR NOT [ HAD
SEEN THE LETTER THAT SHE HAD SENT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND SHE WANTED
TO KNOW IF ] WAS HAPPY WITH THE CORRECTION THAT SHE HAD MADEINIT AND I
HAVEN'T EEEN THE LETTER S0 I DON'T KNOW. BUT AGAIN I TUST WANT TO BRING A
POINT THAT THE CITY CLEREK IS U, 18 UH MAKING DECISIONS AND SHE DOESN'T EVEN
ENOW WHAT'S GOING ON IN THAT CASE. AGATN, UH, I HAD SAID WELL, WHAT THEY'LL
DO NOW 1S THAT THEY WILL SERVE IT AND GET IT ON THE AGENDA BECALUSE HECTOR
HAD PUT IT ON THERE AND WHAT THEY'LL DO IS THAT THEY WILL SERVE ON AT THE
MONDAY COUNCIL MEETING WHEN THEY CAN LEGAL AGAIN FOR HER AND SURE
ENCUGH 1 GOT SERVED TODAY BY MIGUEL OR MICHAEL 1 SHOULD SAY FROM ROBLES
ATTORNEY SERVICES AT 4:52 P.M. AND UH, LOOKING AT THE (UNINTELLIGIELE) WE EVEN
HAVE CITY EMPLOYEES SIGNING THAT MS. BONILLA SIGNED IT AND SOME OTHER. CITY
EMPLOYEES SIGNED IT AND I'VE GOT TO LOOK AT THAT ORDINANCE IF THESE GUYS CAN
GET ALL THESE EMPLOYEES GETTING INVOLVED AND THINGS LIKE THAT BECAUSE I
THINK THAT MS, BONTLLA IS ONE WHO QGOT REINSTATED BY THE MAJORITY AFTER SHE
HAD BEEN FTREB?MﬂWMﬂMMM‘DEIEETMTﬁEP&PER&WGﬂTTH
HER MOTHER UH, 50 I'M GOING TO HAVE TO CALL HEE MOTHER BECAUSE HER. MOTHER,
TUST TOLD ME THAT BHE WAS VERY EUPPORTIVE OF ME AND UH, ¥YOU ENOW SEE DIDN'T
BELIEVE ALL THIS STUFF THAT WAS GOING ON SO IDON'T KNOW, YOU KNOW. THE FIRST
SET OF NOMINATION PAPERS WERE FALSIFIED BY SOME FEOPLE I'VE Q0T AFFADIVITS TO
THAT EFFECT AND THEY CHANGED THE NEXT ONE AND THE NEXT ONE. 50 EVERYTIME
THEY FILE AGAINST ME IT"S A DIFFERENT, BUT THE CHARGES ARE STILL THE SAME.
AGAIN, I THINK THE CITY CLERK AS STATED BY COUNCILMAN DE LA TORRES IS
ENTITLED TO FUNCTION IN THAT CAPACITY AND | THINE. THAT IT'S A BELT-SERVING
-r.-.cm:ammrmnmmmmnmmﬁ.mm?mWM?m
EEEPPEG?LEWEGTHE?FEELMDREMTHLE‘MIHAM}UH.UH,IMETFEBL
EDMFDF.TABLE‘EETHLPHRHE!NIHATUH,WHDWAEELBEIEDB?THEPHD?LEANDUE
AS A MATTER OF FACT HAPPEN THAT | SUPPORTED HER AND DID VOTE FOR HER AND
DAMN FROUD OF IT, THANE YOU MR MAYOR

CITY MANAGER: MR MAYOR [ WOULD BRIEFLY LIKE TO RESPOND TO THE
COMMENT BY COUNCILMEMHEER DE LA TORRES, I DID, [ RECOGNIZE AND I'M SURE
ADMINISTRATION AND ETAFF RECOGNIZES THAT COUNCILMEMBER DE LA TORRES
ASEED THAT THE MATTER BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA. WHEN I RECEIVED THER
NOTIFICATION OF IT I DID DICTATE SOME OF THE L ANGUAGE ON THE AGENDA BILL FOR
UH, ADMINISTRATION STAFF AND YOU KENOW WE DIDN'T CORRECT IT LATER, BUT I DID
NOT NOTICE THAT HISE NAME WAS LEFT OFF THE AGENDA BILL, IT WAS NOTHING, BUT
AN OVERSIGHT. SO I DON'T THINK STAFF ORI CERTAINLY DID NOT INTEND TO LEAVE
THAT OFF IT, TO ME IT WAS PRETTY STRAIGHTFORWARD ISSUR $0, BUT WE DICTACTED
GOT IT TOGETHER. QUICKLY ON THURSDAY AND WE SHOULD HAVE PUT HIS NAME ONIT.

MAYOR: TILANEK YO,
DE LA TORRES: ME. MAYOR.
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ALVA: YES, ] WOULD LIKE TO CORRECT A COUPLE OF STATEMENTS MADE. ITIS
MY OPINION THAT THE CITY COUNCIL DOES NOT HAVE DEECEETION TO TAXE AWAY
SOME DUTIES AND LEAVE THE CITY CLERK WITH OTHER. DUTIES. I BELEIVE THAT THIS
PARTICULAR CODE SECTION AND I LEFT THE ROOM BRIEFLY TO BRING A COPY OFIT,
BUT SOMEBODY HAE APPARENTLY HAS TAKEN THE ELECTIONS CODE FROM MY OFFICE
CONTAINING THAT PARTICULAR. BECTION, IF WE LOOK AT SECTION 11201 THERE'S A FEW
WORDSE THAT ARE USED IN AND THAT ARE MANDATORY AND ONE THOSE SENTENCES
AND NOW I'M PARAPHRASING IT BECAUSE ] DON'T HAVE IT IN FRONT OF ME. SAYS THAT
“THE CITY CLERK SHALL CEASE TO PERFORM HER DUTIES aND HIS OR HER
REPLACEMENT SHALL HE AFPPOINTED BY THE GOVERNING POARD", NOW THE
GOVERNDNG BOARD 15 DEFINED. UH, ELSEWHERE IN THE ELECTIONS CODE TO INCLUDE
THE CITY COUNCIL 80 IT IS THE CITY COUNCIL'S RESPONSIBILITY TO AFPOINT A
PEPLACEMENT. IT'E A MANDATORY ACT YOU WOULD BE IN MY OPINION OP
(UNINTELLIGIRLE) OF YOUR DUTIES [F YOU FAILED TO AFPOINT HER REPLACEMENT,
THOSE ARE THE WORDS OF THE CODE SECTION,

RUVACALBA: MR MAYOR, MR, MAYOR, I THINK YOU ALREADY SPOKE.

DE LA TORRES: I THINK MR. ALVA IS PUTTING HIS QUOTE UNQUOTE EXPERTISE
AHEAD OF THAT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE OFFICE BECAUSE THAT WAS EXACTLY
THE CONVERSATION I HAD WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE WAS IF SHE WAS
BEING RECALLED THAT, THAT AFFLIED TO EVERYTHING ELSE AND HE SAID NO. BO
SOMEONE WHOSE LIFE WORK IT I8 TO DEAL WITH THESE 1SSUES I THINK WOULD KNOW A
THING OR TWO ABOUT ELECTION LAWS, THANK YOUL

RUVALCABA: MR MAYOR

MAYOR: MS. RUBALCAVA,

RUVALCABRA: TWOULD LIEE TO CLARIFY SOMETHING THAT COUNCILMEMBER.
GONZALES SAID ON THE ORDINANCE WE PASSED WAS TO RESTRICT EMPLOYEES FROM
POLITICISING DURING WORKING HOURS UM, AND IN FACT THERE WAS A POLICE OFFICER
THAT SIGNED MY RECALL PETITION ALSO AND HIS IS UH, OFFICER MENDES, I BELYEVE
EIGNED MY RECALL PETTTION. S0 WHAT'S GOOD FOR THE GOOSE IS GOOD FOR THE
GANDER. THEREFORE ICALL, I WOULD LIEE TO REQUEST UH, CALL TO THE QUESTION,
PLEASE

MAYOTL: ROLL CALL.

UNKENONWN: LETME CORRECT YOU ON (UNINTELLIGIELE) PROCEDURE YOU CAN'T
SPEAK ON SOMETHING AND THEN CALL FOR THE QUESTION. YOU CAN CALLFOR IT, BUT
YOU CAN'T SPEAK ON IT AND CALL.

MAYOR: ROLL CALL.

DE LA TORRES: HE MADE THE SECOND LET'S DO IT.

UNENOWN: THERE'S A MOTION TO EECOND TO GIVE THE CITY CLERK BACK
THE ELECTIONE OFFICIAL DUTIES,

UNKNOWN: AND IN VIEW OF THE NEW DEVELOPMENTS,
DE LA TORRES: IN EVERY CAEE EXCHPT FOR HER OWN,
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TNENOWN: THAT'S COREBCT.

IINENOWN: THAT'S THE MOTION,

GONZALES: THAT'S THE MOTION THAT'S MY SECOND EULE IT DOWN, BOY.

DE LA TORRES: ARE WE GOING TO DO THE ROLL CALL?

MAYOR: SURE, ROLL CALL,

UNENOWN: MAYOR MORIEL?

MAYOR: NQ,

TWHMNOWN:  VICE MAYOR RUVALCARAY

RUOVALCARA: WO,

UNENOWN: COUNCILMEMEBER BEMAVIDES?

RENAVIDES: WO,

UNENOWN: COUNCILMEMBER GONZALEEY

GONEALES: YES.

UNKNOWN: COUNCILMAN DE LA TORRES?

DE LA TORERES; TES

MAYOD MOTION FAILS.

UNENOWN: MR MAYORIN MY QPINION CITY ATTORNEY MAY DISAGREE, BUT I'M NOT
SURE THAT THE ACTION THAT WAS TAKEN BY THE CITY COUNCIL PREVIOUSLY
CONTINUES TO BE IN BFFECT IF THERE IS NO RECALL. IT MAY EOWEVER, IN ORDHER TO
CLARIFY THAT I THINK YOU SEOULD TAKE SOME AFFIRMATIVE ACTION UM, REGARDING
THE APPOINTMENT OF THE CURRENT INTERIM CITY CLERLELECTIONS OFFICIAL
PURSUANT TO ELECTIONS CODE 11201 BECAUSE OF THE CURRENT RECALL AGAINST THE
CITY CLERE. THAT'S JUST THE POINT OF CLARIFICATION.

UNKNOWYN: DOES THIS MEAN THAT WE MAKE A MOTION TO REFLECT THAT
STATEMENT AT THIS TIME?

UNKNOWN: YIS

MAYOR: THERE'S A MOTION AND A SECOND TO REFLECT THE CITY'S ATTORNEY'S
RECOMMENDATION,

GONZALES: MR MAYOR I WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK ON THAT ONE AGAIN, NOW. WAIT
THIS IS A DIFFERNT MOTION, MS RUBALCAVA, TO REINSTATE EER SERVICE AGAINI
WANT TO GO ON THE RECORD SAYING THAT AS I STATED BEFORE THERE WAS AN
ARTICLE THAT APPEARED IN THE NEWBPAFER. ON THIS JULLA SILVA BEFERENCE TN
SAYING THAT UH, SHE WAS THERE NOT REPRESENTING ME. KATRINA JACKSON OR MR
ANGEL GONZALES (UNINTELLIGIBLE) AND I WANT YOU TO KENOW THAT | HAVE IN MY
POSSESSION A COPY OF INDIVIDUAL THAT SAID EHE WAS THERE REPRESENTING MR
ANGEL GONZALES AND ME, KATRINA JACKSON. IN FACT, WAS TRYING TO REDUCE, WAS
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NEGOTIATING FOR THEM ON SOME CERTAIN THINGS, [ DON'T REVEAL AT THIS TIME,
BUT AGATIN AS A MATTER OF RECORD AND I THINK SEE SHOULD BE EXCLUDED FR.OM
PARTICIPATING IN THIS RRCALL ELECTION SHE IS A FERCEPTION OF A PERSON BEING UH,
SHE'S NOT BIASED IN MY OPINION JUST BY GUILTY BY ASSOCIATION BECAUSE SHE'S
INVOLVED WITH A COUPLE PEOPLE THAT ARE NOT FRIENDS OF MY COLLEGUES TO MY
LEFT AND AGAIN THAT'S NOT YOU ENOW YOU SHOULDN'T BE ASHAMED OF YOUR
FRIENDS 80 [ THINK WE ALL TALEED ABOUT JUSTICE WILL FREVAIL IN MAYORE CASE
AND JUSTICE DID PREVAIL AND AGAIN ANGEL GONZALES AND KATRINA JACKSCN ARE
FOUND NOT GUILTY THAT S ANOTHER THING, I'M NOT GOING TO PRE-TUDGE THEM AT
THIS POINT. I'M NOT THE TURY AND I'M NOT THE JUDGE, BUT | THINK I'T"5S THE BEST
INTEREST OF THE ELECTION PROCESS ITEELF AND I WILL BE DIRECTING A COPY OF THIS
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND I'M GOING TO MAKE A MOTION THAT SHE BE
DISQUALIFIED FOR PARTICIPATING LN THIS RECALL AND WE PUT SOMEBODY ELSE. 1
HOPE MY COLLEGUES WILL GIVE ME A EECOND ON THIS.

RUVALCABA: MR MAYOR THERE'S ALREADY A MOTION ON THE FL.OOR.
MAYOR: YES, THERE IS.
RUVALCABA: CALL THAT OUT OF ORDER, FLEASE?

GONZALES: I'WANT THAT TO AFPEAR IN THE RECORD TEAT SHE SHOULD BE
DISQUALIFIED,

UNENOWN: ME. MAYOR

MAYOR: YES,

UNKNOWN: DO YOU WANT TO MAKE (UNINTELLIGBLE).

UNENOWN: [IT'S ONLY 9:10 WE GOT ALL NIGHT.

RUVALCABA: YEAH, BUT ITS TAKING AWAY FROM YOUR CAMPAIGNING.

DE LA TORRES: I'M KIDDING. I THINK THAT M5, SILVA HAD EHOWN IN THE WAY
SHE HANDLED THIS LAST RECALL NOTICE OF INTENT UM, IT ACTUALLY DIED IN EARLY
JANUARY, ITDIED TO BE GENEROUS IT DIED ON THE WE DIDN'T GET A LETTER
AND FROPONENT DIDN'T GET A LETTER UNTIL THE 31%. AND EVEN THEN SHE GOT BOME
MATERIAL FACTS WRONG IN TERMS OF HER DESCRIPTION OF WHAT WENT ON. HENRY
ADDRESSED THE ISSUE OF CITY HALL BEING CLOSED I MEAN THAT IS A VERY BASIC
FACT THAT ANYRODY SHOULD ENOW. CITY HALL IS CLOSED, OKAY SO IF IT'S CLOSED
HOW DO PEOPLE GET THINGS TURNED IN ON TIME THROUGH THE MAIL THROUGH
CERTIFIED MAIL. WHICH I3 HOW [ DID IT, WHICH IS HOW HENRY DID IT, WHICH IS HOW
CARMEN DID IT. THAT'S ARE THE WAY THINGS ARE SUPPOSE TO TAKE PLACE AND HERE
YOU HAVE A QUOTE UNQUOTE, [F WE ARE GOING TO START ALL OVER AGAIN LET'S WIPE
THE SLATE CLEAN AND BRING SOMEBODY ELSE IN. BECAUSE THIS I8 NOT WORKING I
ALS0 WANT TO ASK A STAFF ON A VERY RELATED ISSUE. WE TALKED ABOUT UM, WHEN
WE AFPROVED TEE RESOLUTION OR THE [SS5UES WHICH WERE FERTAINING TO THE
SECRETARY OF STATE RECOMMENDATION THERE WAS A COMPONENT TO THAT, THAT
WE WOULD LOOK INTO THE COUNTY REGISTRAR TAKING OVER DUR‘.E.LEC".I.'I'DNE WEEKS
HAVE PASEED BY AND I HAVEN'T HEARD A WORD FROM ANYRODY ON STAFF AS TO
WHAT IT TAKEE TO GET THE COUNTY REGISTRAR TO STEP IN HERE. I THINK THIS WOULD
BE A VERY GOOD TIME TO GO TO THE COUNTY REGISTRAR. BECAUSE WB'RE TALKING
ABOUT A NEW RECALL BLECTIONS TODAY. [F WE WENT TO THE COUNTY REGISTRAR [N
A DAY OR TWO THEY WOULD BE RIGHT ON TOP OF IT. 50 IF WE ARB GOING TO DO THIS I
REALLY BELIEVE THAT NOW IS THE TIME TO LOOK INTO IT AND WE HAVEN'T HEARD

©



YN A

FROM ANYBODY, ANYBODY, NOBODY HAS TOLD US ANYTHING ABOUT THAT
FROCEDURE AND WE SENT A LETTER TOQ THE SECRETARY OF STATE TELLING THEM WE
APFROVE THAT RESOLUTION, WHAT'S GOING ON?

ALVA: MAY [ ADDRESS THE [55UE:

DE LA TORRES: YES,

ALVA: THANK YOU VERY MUCH. I SPOKE WITH JULIA BILVA TODAY AND SHE
INDICATED TO ME TBAT SHE HAD RECEIVED A RESPONSE FROM THE COUNTY ELECTIONS
CLERK AND THEY HAD DECLINED. SHE ALSO INDICATED THAT EHE PREPARED A LETTER,
WHICH SHE WILL DISTRIBUTE TO TEE CITY COUNCIL INDICATING ON WHICH BASIS THE
CITY CLERE DECLINED, EXCUSE ME THE COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE DECLINED TO
BECOME INVOLVED. IDIDN'T GET ALL THE DETAILE AND WHEN [ WAE GIVEN THE
INFORMATION I WAS DRIVING 50 I WASN'T AELE TO TARE NOTES, 80 [ APPOLOGIZE FOR
THAT,

MAYOR: A LETTER WILL BE FORTHCOMING WITH ALL THE DETAILS, ROLL CALL.
INENOWN: MAYOR MORIEL

MAYOR: YES.

UNKNOWN: VICE MAYOR RURALCAVA

RUVALCABA: YES.

UNKNOWN: OOUNCILMEMEBER BENAVIDES

BENAVIDES: YRS,

UNENOWN: COUNCILMEMEBER DE LA TORRES:

DE LA TORRES; NO.

UNENOWN: COUNCILMEMBER GONZALES:

GONEZALES: NO.

MAYOR: MOTION PAESES, I'M GOING TO DECLARE A FIFTEEN MINUTE BREAK.

HF.L"L
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BY FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION AND MAIL

Julia Sylva

Elections Consultant
City of South Gate
c/o 515 South Flower Street

Suit 3500

Los Angeles, California 80071

Dear Ms. Sylva:

Thank you for your report of February 15, 2002 and your summary of election related
activities in the City of South Gate. Your voter outreach efforts should be continued and
broadened and they are progressing in the right direction.

There are significant questions that you need to address in your report due by the close
of business Friday February 22, 2002:

1. Your recital of a conversation with the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder was
too vague to be useful. Are you engaged in discussions with the Los Angeles
County Registrar-Recorder about transferring election administration to Los
Angeles County for upcoming elections in the City of South Gate? If not, please
describe your reasons for not doing so. You must contact Kristin F. Heffron,
Assistant Los Angeles County Registrar of Voters at (562) 462-2883 and conduct
such a discussion and report the results of your discussion.

2. In Ruiz v. Avalos; Mortel, et al, Los Angeles County Superior Court No. BSO73807
you are listed as a respondent. The Real Parties In Interest are four members of
the City of South Gate administration who are the subject of a recall effort.
Specifically deseribe your relationship to and any contacts commencing in January

2001 with:

Raul Maorieal

Maria Benavides
Zochilt Ruvalcaba
Albert Robles

“Ensuriag the Intogrity of Californls's eleotion process™



F.u3-83

Letter to Julia Sylva
Page Two
February 19, 2002

3. With specificity describe your role in connection with the criminal investigation of
Angel Gonzalez and Katrina Jackson in 2001.

| look forward to your report.

Sincerely,
\-fi" i T T

Jahn Mott-Smith, Chief
Elections Division

TOTAL F.A3



Thursday February 21, 2002, 10:26 am

Telephone call with Julia Sylva, South Gate

She wanted to confirm who she should direct her inguiries and correspendence to.
I advised her to make all contacts through me and I would direct them to the
proper person or unit in the department.

she asked what our directives were. | told her we were to assist her, and if
requested we had agreed that we would conduct the election for the City of South
Gate.

She mentioned that she had just yesterday sent in the NOI to Dorothy Scates for
processing, I said that was fine, that Dorothy had advised me she had received the
documents and was processing them. [ also asked that in future she send all
documents through me and I would make sure they got to the correct unit.

She said she had spoken to Conny and that Conny had said that the County was
not in a position to conduct the election — that we were very busy with the many
changes and would assist her in the ways that we normally assist cities, She
understood Conny to say that the County would not conduet the election for South
Gate. She also referenced a luncheon meeting where Conny was a speaker, and
Conny explained the difficulties County election officials were facing, and that
based on this presentation, Conny could not commit the department to conducting
the election for South Gate.

She said she was the election official, and would conduct the election for South
Crate and would expect the County to provide the assistance and services that we
normally provide to cities.

I confirmed that we (the County) could not come in and order them to allow us 1o
conduct their election. However, in this case the Secretary of State had requested
that we do the election for South Gate, and discussion with staff has confirmed
that we would be able to do the election.

Julia again stated that she would be conducting the election, and that she would
only request our services in the normal course of business, and the normal types
of assistance that we provide to cities.



Memo to file:
2/5/02

Timeline of events with regards to City of South Gate

November 16, 2001 — Martin & Chapman Seminar — Conny met Carmen Avalos,
City Clerk of South Gate. Carmen discussed the problems she was having with Conny
and requested advice and assistance.

December 3, 2001 — Carmen Avalos prepared several letters requesting assistance and
support in overseeing the elections in South Gate. Conny requested that Deborah and
I contact Carmen to give her a list of names of retired City Clerks who might be able
to assist with the election, but that we were not able to provide that assistance.
December 18, 2001 - Kris spoke with Carmen and suggested that she enlist the
assistance of other politicians and obtain some legal counsel regarding her difficult
position with her council. Also advised her that we would be responding with some
suggestions on people she could contact for assistance with her election, but that the
County does not regularly conduet elections for cities.

December 19, 2001 -- Deborah Wright sent a letter to Carmen Avalos recommending
Scott Martin and referred her to the City Clerk’s Association,

January 3, 2002 - spoke again with Carmen about the council action that they hired
an outside attorney to act as their election administrator. She again requested
assistance,

January 16, 2002 - Conny received call from Bill Wood of the Secretary of State's
office and referred him to me for response. She discussed the South Gate matter with
Bill and determined that it would be in our best interests to assist South Gate by
conducting their election if their weren’t insurmountable problems identified by the
election manager staff,

January 16, 2002 - telephone call with Bill Wood of the Secretary of State’s office
regarding action by the SoS on the South Gate issucs. Bill asked if the County could
conduct the South Gate election, and what the requirements would be for that to
occur. Bill also spoke to Conny about the County conducting this election. Conny
requested that I convene staff here to determine what the problems/issues would be
on doing such an election. My notes in folder dated January 16 reflect discussion with
election managers. Notes were forwarded to Bill Woods.

January 17, 2002 — SoS held a press conference in South Gate. We did not receive
direct notice, but learned of the conference accidentally when we received a call
asking for assistance with the set up of a lectern for Bill Jones at the South Gate City
Hall.

January 17, 2002 — attended the press conference with Marcia Ventura and Kathy
Tacaway who recorded the session. Notes from conference in folder.

CAWINNT Documents\Cities\South Gate notes 2002.doc



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

REGISTRAR-RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK

12400 IMPERIAL HWY, - P.O. BOX 1024 NORWALE. CALIFORMNIA B0651-1024 / (562) 462-2718

CONNY B. McCORMACHK
REGISTRAR RECORDERCOUNTY CLERK

February 21, 2002

Julia Sylva Sent via Fax: 213-426-6222
Elections Consultant 916-653-4620
City of South Gate

C/0 515 South Flower Street

Sunte 3500

Los Angeles, Califorma 90071
Dear Ms. Sylva:

This morming you called me to discuss several issues with regards to the County of Los
Angeles providing assistance to the City of South Gate in the conduct of their election. As
with other cities, the County of Los Angeles Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk (RR/CC) wall
always provide support services and functions requested via resolution including such things
as voler registration, petition signature checking, roster preparation and other registered voter
services. However, this letter is to confirm our understanding with respect to the RR/CC
acting as the elections administrator for the City of South Gate, as distinguished from
providing only support services.

The RR/CC will agree to conduct the specified special elections and act fully in the capacity
of elections administrator for the City of South Gate under the following conditions:
1. The RR/CC receives a formal request via Resolution of the City of South Gate
to conduct specified special elections in the role of elections administrator; or
2. The RR/CC is directed by the Secretary of State through a legal process to
conduct specified special elections for the City of South Gate;
AND
3. The RR/CC receives partial payment in advance for the estimated cost of the
special elections, and there is included in the City’s Resolution or Secretary of
State legal order a provision assuring that the RR/CC costs for conducting
these special elections will be fully reimbursed to the County of Los Angeles.

Many other topics were discussed in this morning’s conversation. However, you requested
something in writing clarifying the County's position with respect to acting as the elections



Juha Sylva
02/21/02
Page 2

administrator for the City of South Gate’s special elections. [ ori ginally declined to provide
such letter. Afler discussion with Conny MeCormack, we agreed that such documentation of
our position would be beneficial to all parties. This letter is to provide that clarification..

Sincerely,

s e

Knstin Heffron, Chief Deputy
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk
County of Los Angeles

KFH

cc: Bill Wood, Secretary of State
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February 28, 2002

Raul Moriel, Mayor

Xochilt Ruvalcaba, Vice Mayor

Maria Benavides, Council Member

Hector De La Torre, Council Member

Henry C. Gonzalez, Council Member

City Hall i
BO30 California Avenue

South Gate, California 90280-3075

To the City Council of the City of South Gate:

As the Chief Elections Officer of California pursuant to Government Code section 121725,
charged with the responsibility for the efficient conduct of elections and the enforcement of the
state’s election laws, I make the following findings:

L

IV,

All elections, particularly recall elections, in the City of South Gate must be administered
impartially, accurately, and efficiently pursuant to the applicable provisions of the
California Elections Code.

Based on the these findings, I am ordering that you take one of two actions by March 28, 2002:

L

Reinstate the elected City Clerk, Carmen Avalos, fully to her responsibilities as the
election official for the City of South Gate for all elections except any recall in which she
is sought to be recalled, or:

“Bnsuring the infegricy of California s slection proces”
a4 Ay P



Order to the City Council of the City of South Gate
Page Two

February 28, 2002

II. Retain the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder, and take all sleps necessary and
proper, for the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder to administer for all purposes any
recall election process currently underway or initiated in the City of South Gate in the
next twelve months.

This order is effective immediately.
It is 50 ordered.
BILLJ
Secretaryof State
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South Gate Treasurer Arrested

Politics: Albert Robles is held on $500,000 bail for
allegedly threatening rivals in long-running feud.

By RICHARD MAROSI
TILES STAFF WRITER

Authorities descended on the
home of South Gate Treasurer Al-
bert Hobles on Friday and arrested
the politician for allegedly threat-
ening other public officials.

Among thoge Hobles allegedly
made threats against were Assem-
blyman Marco Antonio Firebaugh,
state Sen. Martha Escutia and a
South Gate police officer, accord-
ing Lo sources close to the mvesti-
gaticn.

Some of the threats inwvolved

milkrder, they said

Robles was arrested without in-
cident outside his towmhouse and
taken to the Men's Central Jail in
Los Angeles, where he was boalked
on criminal threat charges and on
sgpicion  of posseszing  llegal
wezpons. His bafl was set at
$500,000.

The arrest is the latest in a se-
ries of cases launched against Ro-
biles or his allies that appear aimed
at dismantling what critics have
called a political machine in the
ity of $6,000.

Both Escutia and Firebaugh

have been al odds with Robles, the
city's perceived political boss
They have backed opposing candi-
dates and asked state officials to
intervene in the city's nolorously
ugly elections.

Prosecutors would not prowide
details about the nature of the
threats; formal charges won't be
filed until Monday, But Dist. Atty.
Steve Cooley said Robles' arrest
“symbolizes that public cormuption
will no longer be tolerated i this
county,”

“We mean business. ... Democ-
racy and good povernment canmot
Bucceed in an almosphere of intimi-
dation, threatz and wviolence,” said
Coaley in a statemept.

Fobles' attormey, Tom Brown,

accused Cooley of political med-
dling, and sasd the district attarney
was being used as a tool by Robles®
NEies.

“It’e politice. For many yvears Al-
bert has known that he's had some
wery powerful political enemies, in-
cluding Firebaugh and Escuotia.
This is their way at petting back at
Albert,” he gaid,

The arrest sent ghock waves
throughout the working-class city
in southeast Log Angeles County,
where Robles has long been a con-
troversial and velatile figure.

1 don't think Albert is the kind
of person who would make threats
on another pergon’s life,” said Cily
Alty. Balvador Alva. "He's a person
who choogses his words wery care-

fully.”

Bul critics were not surpnised,
saymg Robleg” threats were long a
part af his hardball political style

"It's a good day,” said Council-
man Hector De La Taere. It shows
that you can’ go around berating
people, intimidating pecple, bully-
ing people. That's what the guy
has been doing for several years in
this city.”

Hobles, 37, has long been at
odds with Firebaugh and Escutia,
Democrats who represent state leg-
islative districts that include South
Gate. Bul tensions heated up in re-
cent years as Hobles emerged a5 &
political force in the ey,

Perhaps the most public fewd

Please see ARREST, Bi14
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Treasurer
Is Accused
of Threats

Continued from B1

emerged last vear when Escutia
and Robles battled over a plan to
build & power plant in South Gate,
Escutia backed the construction of
the plant while Robles led a sue-
cesslul citywide effort to sink the
plan.

Robles often used strong lan-
Fuage in densuncing Escutia dur-
ing the months-long standoff, and
in one television interview called
hier & "pig at the trough.”

The allegation regarding the po-
lice officer is believed Lo stem from
the city's attempts last year to (-
stall a new deputy chief. In retalia-
tion, the police unions helped
lsurch & recall drive against Ro-
bles, saying he was scheming to
gain control of the force,

Several union officials have besn
outspoken critics of Foblez wha
has said city police are paid too
much far too Little service,

Hiz tough talk was in keeping
with a brazh persona and his will-
ingniegs Lo take on the political es-
tablishment

“I havent been the most tacthul
person i dealing with powerful
politicians that | think are trying to
do harm to our community,” he
said in a recent interview.

But Robles also said that, de
spite his history of using strong
language, he has never crossed the
line. Strong language, he sald
merely reflects his passion.

"How do [ paint & picture with
the full palette of colors, so that as
many people as possible can see
whal the problem 57" said Robles,

W T pust paint the picture in
gray with a Hetle black, it's an
empty pecture, But if T put my
heart, my soul, my reputation, my
career on the line, those are all the
different colors that paint & fuller
picture,”

Raobles’ arrest comes thres
moenths after authorities raided his
home in a search for illegal weap-
ang, [ncluding & =ilencer, Numer-
ous weapons were confiscated dur-
ing the raid, including assault -
fles. Brown, Robles” attormey, said
tHobles has registered all the weap-
ang

The charges could provide a
knockout punch to the political ca-
reer of one of the county's most
coniroverslal paliticians, His career
peaked i 1958, when he placed
pecond in the Democratic primary
for state treasurer,

But gince then, allegations of
cormupiion and self-dealing have
dogged him. His 10-vear career has
paralieled the city's descenti Into
palitical chaos, in which candidates
have been wviciously attacked in
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ROBEST QAUTHIER / Loa Argeies Tines

South Gate Treasurer Albert Robles is handcuffed outside his
home. He is accused of making threats against other officials.

hit-piece mailers and occasional
violence has marred campaigns.

Councilman Henry Gonzaler, 3
Raobles opponent, was ghot in the
head in & 1999 case that has not
been solved. Gonzales suffered mi-
nor injuries and remains one af Fo-
bles' harshest critics,

Last year, the organizer of the
recall drive against Robles saw his
business firebombed. That crime
has also never been salved

Robies has denied being behind
the hit-piece mailers and the at-
tacks, but many in the city suspect
his involvement. Robles has long
been known for his hot temper and
sometimes disruplive behavior at
council meetings,

Former Vice Mayor Maryann
Buckles, in a 1997 memo to city of-
ficials, described his behavior as
“Irightening.”

"His continual thrests, tirades,
screaming fits, interruplions and
general obnoxicus, irrational and
improper  behaviar s creating
havos,” she sald in the memo, “His
behavior s not only frightening to
mie bt also harassing,”

Raobles was sued for sexual har-

assment by an administrative as-
sistant in a 1999 cage that wase set-
ted out of court. During & depos-
tion, then-City Manager Andy
Pasmant said several women in
City Hall had complained of har-
assment by Hobles,

Secretary of State Bill Jones said
Hobles” arrest would ggnal authar-
ithes’ resalve to crack doam on cor-
ruption in the city.

“Today's arrest should serve as
2 wake-up call for the remaining
city officials in South Gate wha
have attempled (o thwart the
voters’ access to the recall proc-
&g, gaid Jones,

City officials, however, remained
defiant, Mayor Xochilt Fuvaleaba,
& staunch Robles ally, called Fo-
bles’ arrest part of a conspiracy to
mieddle in city politics.

“This is all because Firebaugh
and Escutia were not able to con-
slruct the power plant in South
Gate,” she said. *That's what che's
gore about. Ehe needs to grow up
about it If it didn't happen, live
with it.”

Times staff writer Ted Rohrlick
cenlriinided do this repord.
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RELEASE

California Secrefaw 0f State Bill Jones

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Alfie Charles
Friday, April 5, 2002 Shad Balch
G16/653-6575

After Arrest of Local Elected Official, Jones Repeats Order for

South Gate to Transfer Election Authority to Los Angeles County
Arrest of City Treasurer Albert Robles Provides Additional Evidence of the Need to Transfer the

Administration of the City's Elections to the County of Los Angeles
Jones Applauds District Attorney Cooley 's Continued Oversight of Affairs in City of South Gate

. SACRAMENTO -— Today’s arrest of the Treasurer of the City of South Gate provides further
evidence of the need for outside supervision of the elections process in South Gate said Secretary of
State Bill Jones. The conduct of an upcoming recall election in the City of South Gate has been
questioned repeatedly and strictly scrutinized by the Secretary of State since January. Treasurer Albert
Robles was arrested under suspicion of making terrorist threats, including the threatened murder of two
local state legislators.

“Today's arrest should serve as a wake-up call for the remaining city officials in South Gate
who have attempted to thwart the voters’ access to the recall process. Their actions will not go
unnoticed and will not be tolerated,” said Jones. “I applaud District Attorney Cooley for his vigilance
and for taking action to resolve the unigue situation facing the citizens of South Gate.”

“Albert Robles and other officeholders politically aligned with him have attempted to thwart
the will of the voters in South Gate by routinely interfering with the official conduct of an ongoing
recall campaign in the City,” said Jones.

“The people of South Gate deserve to have access to and confidence in the recall process,” said
Jones. “They need assurances that they will have a fair election, free from the intimidation, threats and
influence of the local political machine.™

Earlier this year, members of the City Council who, along with Mr. Robles, are facing a recall
by the voters of South Gate, voted to strip the elected city clerk of her powers and transfer authority to
an appointed attorney who has long-standing ties to the officeholders facing the recall.

On January 17, 2002, Jones announced he would supervise the elections process in South Gate.

On February 28, 2002, Jones ordered South Gate to either transfer election authornity back to the
elected City Clerk or to the County of Los Angeles within 30 days.

On March 26, 2002, the majority on the South Gate City Council announced their intention to
ignore the Secretary’s order. The Secretary announced that the state will pursue civil and criminal
action to protect the integrity of the elections process.

-30-

1500 11" Street ¢ Sacramento, CA 95814 & 916/653-6575 # Internet: http://www.ss.ca.gov



Lk ANGELES | IMES

"

FRILDAT, MFRIL 1L, g

[ ]

‘South Gate Official Posts

Court: City Treasurer
Albert Robles denies
murderous threats
apainst public officials.

By RICHARD MAROSI
TIMES STAFF WRITER

The same day that a judge
called him & serious threat lo the
community, South Gate Trea-
gurer Albert Hobles posted an
urusually  high  $500,000 bail
Thursday and returned o his
tense cily.

Fuobles was charged with mak-

murdercizs threals againet
public officials, and ordered to
keep at least 100 feet away from
wilniesses or victims. He has
pleaded not guilty to the charges.

In a sterm warmning, Supérr
Courl Judge Dennis A. Aichroth
ardered Fobles to depart immedi-
ately if chance brings him to
gether with anyone invalved in
the case, including two state leg-
iglators. “If the defendant has
hall & brain, and I'm sure be does,
hell leave,” Aichroth said.

Then, focusing on Robles, he
added, “Because otherwioe Bome-
one is going to make an accusa-
tion, sir, that you have harassed
them and the next thing you
know, you will be in here and the
badl will be $1.5 milkion.”

While for the return
of the volatile politician, the cily
learned Thureday. in & eeparate
development, that the FBEI has
opened a political corruplion in-
vestigation in South Gate.

Subpoenaed late Wednesday,
the ety clerk was ordered to turm
ower all documents invalving pro-
fessional gervice contracts, which
include attormey and consultant
agreements.

It is not clear if the FBI probe
is related to Robles. But news of
the investigation, combingd with
the Hobles case, seemed Lo push
tensions to the bodling point. Af-
ter a City Council meeling
Wednesday, two councilmen had
to be separated by police after a
heated shouting match.

*] think there's a remendous
diegire Lo move the city in a poal-
Live direction, bul it can't as long
a5 this gluff i going on,” said the
Fev, Charles M. Brady, who has
held weekly prayer vigils outside
City Hall.

Anbler’ release came after a

Dozens of South Gate residents turn out Thursday for Robles” ar
raignment. The volatile city treasurer largely remained silent.

contentions hearing in which a
judge sided with a prosecutor’s
unusual reguest thal ball be st
&b $500,000—double the wsual
amount for such cases.

Gugan Chasworth, assistant
head deputy of the district atlos-
ney's public integrily unit, ar-
gued that people “are in fear, and
continue to be in fear.”

When it appeared that Robles
would raise the bail—family
members offered to help—Chas-
warth asked the judge to deler-
mine if the funde came from le-
gitimate sources,

Prosecutors alleged that Ho-
bles might possibly divert money
from the eity treasury or his po-
litical action committees to raise
bail meney. The judge eoncluded
that the bond came from a repu-
table bail bond agency and or-
dered Robles” release.

When Robles that
he recently had been at a fund-
raiser also attended by one of his
alleged victims, state Sen. Mar-
tha Escutia (D-Whittier), Al-
chroth warned him o aveid such
functions and leave prompily
he encountered someone in-
volved in the case,

South Gate police would not
comment on whether special s=-
curity precautions would be
taken. But authorities in eimilar
situations typically intrease pa-
trals around wilnesses' homes,

Robles has been charged with
threatening four pecple, includ-
ing Esculia, Assemblyman Marco
Antonis Firebaugh (D-Los An-
geles) and a police officer. He
also is charged with possesging
two illegal weapons.

Prosecutors allege that Robles
threatened to rape Escutia and
kil her husband, Lea Briones,
They alse allege that Robles
threatened to "blow the brains
aut” of Firebaugh.

If econvicted on the nine
counts, Fobles faces a potential
eight-year prisen 1ermL.

During the hearing, Hobles—
attired in & black business suit,
his hands handeuffed behind
him—largely kept eilenti, except
to answer questions.

Released late Thursday, he
was not avallable for comment,
but his attorney, Tom Brown, de-
nied that he posed a danger, He
gaid Fobles would resume his
normal duties as treasurer,

*1f Albert was a serious threat,
then the [district attorney’s of-
fice] two years ago would hawve
arrested him, when the alleged
threats were actually made
Broemn sadd.

Robles' release generated
mixed reactions in the court-
room, packed moatly with Reo-
bleg' enemies, bul alsc some of
his family members. Robles' op-
panents were dejected when he
was able to post bail. “He is a
threal to the community ... Al
bert has been threatening people
far the last five or six years,” said
Jor Fuiz, a harsh critic.

Fobles gays he is the victim of
& palitically motivated case in ri-
taliation for etanding up to his
political enemies. Onoer Lhe Years,
Robles hae been al odds with Es-
cutia and Fuebaugh on numer-
ous igsues, He admits using harsh
language, bul eaid it merely re-
flects strongly held vieas,

4. e
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Phistoa by ROBERT G4 UTHIER / Low Asgeles Times
Sherifl's Deputy L. Rodriguez places & restraining order in South Gate Treasurer Albert Robles’

jacket after his arraignment. Robles was barred from contacting victims or witnesses In his case.
-
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